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\ Ar a Court Martial aſſembled and held on board his 


Majeſty's ſhip Invincible, in* Fort Royal Bay, Marti- 


nique, the 2oth of January, 1798, and held by adjourn- 
ment every day afterwards, (Sunday excepted) until 
the 25th ; 8 5 2 


PRESENT, 


WILLIAM Car LEY, Eſq. pin of} 3 
his Majeſty's ſhip Invineſble, and ſe- 15 5 


nior Captain of his Majeſty's ſhips PPRSID ENT. 


* 
* 


aud veſſels in Fort Royal Bays Mar- . 
tinique, -: 25 } 


; CAPTAINS. 


\ © 
® 


TJevuusgrTr MarxwaRiNG, | CHARLES EEKINs, 
Ricuſind BrowNE, | Artx. S. Burrowfs, 


The Court (being duly ſworn according to Act of 
Parliament) in purſuance of an order from Henry Har- 
vey, Eſq. Rear Admiral of, the Red, and Commander 
in Chief of his Majeſty's ſhips and veſſels employed, 
and to be employed at Barbadoes, and the Leeward 
Iſlands, and in the ſeas adjacent; proceeded to try the 
Right Honourable Lord Camelford, acting Comman- 
der of his Majeſty's ſloop Favorite, for the death of 
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Lieutenant Charles Peterſon, of his Majeſty's ſhip Per- 
drix, on the evening of the 13th inſtant, in the Naval 
Yard at Antigua; and having heard the whole of the 
evidence adduced on the occaſion, and what the priſo- 
ner had to offer in his defence, and maturely and deli- 
berately weighed and conſidered the ſame, and being 
fully ſenſible of the neceſſity of prompt meaſures in 
caſes of mutiny, are unanimouſly of opininion, that 
the very extraordinary and manifeſt diſobedience of 
Lieutenant Peterſon, both before, and at the inſtant 
of his death, to the lawful orders of Lord Camelford, 
the ſenior officer at Engliſh Harbour, at that time, and 


the violent meaſures taken by Lieutehant Peterſon to 


reſiſt the ſame, by arming the Perdrix's thip's com- 
pany, were acts of mutiny highly injurious to the diſ- 
cipline of his Majeſty's ſervice, The Court do there- 


fore unanimouſly adjudge that the Right Honourable 


Lord Camelford be honorably acquited, and he is hereby 
unanimouſly and honorably acquitted accordingly. 


EE WV. Carrxy, | 
| IJEMMETT MAINWARING, 
C. ExiNs, 
RICHARD Browne, 


| „A. S. BURROWES, 
J. G. BRIGGS, | 


Advocate on the occaſion, 
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MINUTES or Tur PROCEEDINGS 


COURT MARTIAL 


* 


ASSEMBLED and held on beard his Majeſty's ſhip 
the Invincible, in Fort Royal Bay, Martinique, the 
20th of January, 1798, and continued by adjourn- 
ment (Sunday excepted) until the 25th. 


PRE 8£& N-T; 
Wirtriam CaylEr, Eiq. Captain of) 
his Majelly's ſhip Invincible, and fe- 
nior Captain of his Majelty's ſhips +PrEstDENT 


and veſſels in Fort Royal Bay, Mar- | 

1 tinique, J 

£ CALETAEN Sy 

3 IEMMETT MAINWARING, | CHARLEs EkiNns, 

J RICHAnD BrowXNE, | ALEX. S. Bun ROW Es. 
$ 


The priſoner was brought into Court, and the evi- 
dence and audience admitted. a 

Read the order of Henry Harvey, Eſq. Rear Admi- 
| ral of the Red, and Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
# - jelty's ſhips and veſſels employed, and to be employed 
: at Barbadocs and the Leeward Iſlands, and in the ſeas 
adjacent, dated the 20th, inſtant, to try the Right 
B 2 Honorable 


* 


3 


Honorable Lord Camelford, for the death of Licute- 
nant Charles Peterſon, fof his Majeſty's ſhip Perdrix. 

The Judge Advocate's warrant was then read. 

The Members of the Court, and Judge Advocate, in 
open Court, and betore they proceeded to trial, reſpec- 
tively took the oaths enjoined by Act of Parliament. 

The letter from Captain Mittord of his Majeſty's ſhip 
Matilda, and the verdict of the Coroner's inqueſt on 
the body of Lieutenant Peterſon, which was tntſed 
therein, was then read, as alſo a letter from Lord Ca- 
melford on the ſubject, containing a requeſt for a Court 
Martial, copies of which letters and verdict here fol- 
low, viz. | 


— — . — — 2 


Eunliſi Harbeur, Antigua, 15 Jamary, 1798. 
Sin, 

II is with much concern ] acquaint you, that yeſter— 
day morning (having arrived the evening of the 13th 
with a convoy of proviſions from St. Bartholomew's) 1 
was informed of the death, at this place, of Lieut. 
Charles Peterſon, late of Ulis Majeſty's ſhip La Perdrix, 
by the hands of Lieutenant Lord Cameltord, late 
commanding His Majeſty's floop Favorite. 

As the circumſtances attending this unhappy affair 
appeared to me of a very extraordinary nature, and 
related in a moſt confuſed ſtile, I could but conſider it 
my duty, as ſenior officer on the iſland, to go over with 
all diſpatch, and make myſelf acquainted with the facts, 
as related by both parties perſonally, and from the 
evidences which have been given, the Coroner's Inqueſt 

ſeem 


1 


133 


ſeem undetermined as to the name to be given to the 


crime; but in my own diſpaſſiohate opinion, formed 
on many leading proofs, the whole has ariſen from a 
vaſt deal of bad blood, long exiſting between the 
two partics. 

Captain Matſon, who arrived earlier than I did, will 
explain more to you, than the ſervice he is upon will 


allow me time to write. 


But J have thought proper to arreſt Lord Camelford, 
and ſend him together with all the witneſſes to you, 
for his trial by a Court Martial, as he applied to me by 
letter for that meaſure, which J hope, together with 
every ſtep I have taken, will meet your approbation. 
As a number of officers are ſummoned ſo as to leave 
the Perdrix without one, I have ordered Lieutenant 
Parſons of the Favorite, to take charge of the Perdrix, 


and Mr. Nixon, maſter of the Favorite, to uſe his 


endeavours in getting the ſhip ready for fea; I am 
happy in being able to aſſure you, that every thing 
now reſts in perfe& tranquillity, and as all the parties 
acquainted with the particulars are removed, hope no- 
thing more will ariſe from this violent and extraordinary 
tranſaction. As my preſence ſeemed to add to the 
calm, I have left ſuch directions with the officers re- 
maining with the ſhips, as I ſincerely hope will tend to 
its continuance. | 

Incloſed I tranſmit for your further information, a 
copy of the verdi& juſt now given by the Coroner's 
Inqueſt. I am, &&. 


HENRY MITFORD. 
To Henry Harvey, Eſq. Rear Admiral 
of the Red, Sc. Sc. &c. 


ANTIGUA. 


1 


ANTIGUA. 


INQUISITION had and taken this fourteenth day 
of January, in the preſent year of our Lord, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and ninety-eight, before me Ri- 
chard Bowman, His Majeſty's Coroner for the ſaid 
iſland, upon the view of the body of Lieut. Peterſon, 
late of His Majeſty's ſhip Perdrix, now lying in 
Engliſh Harbour, upon the oaths of William Hill, 
Eſq. Foreman, John Simiſter, Thomas Smith, Samuel 
Haywood, Timothy Rodway, Peter Gordon, James 


Walker, Samuel Roſe, Thomas Steer, John Clover- 


date, Thomas North, John Graham; all good and 


lawful men of the faid iſland, who being duly ſworn, 


and charged to enquire on the part and behalf of His 
ſaid Majeſty, how and after what manner the ſaid 
Lieutenant came to his death, do ſay, that upon the 
thirteenth day of this preſent inſtant month of January, 
in the evening of that day, an order was ſent from 
Lord Cameltord to the ſaid Lieutenant Peterſon to row 
guard, to which order the faid Lieutenant Peterſon 
returned for anſwer, that he was ſurprized at his pre- 
ſumption, and immediately ordered a party of the Per- 
drix's to arm, and headed them himſelf, as alſo did 
Lord Camelford with a party of marines, and ſoon 
after this, Lord Camelford called out to Lieutenant 
Peterſon, who ſaid “ Here I am, Sir ;” upon which 
Lord Camelford ſaid “ Do you till perſiſt in diſobey- 
« ing my command? Mr. Peterſon anſwered, © Yes, 
*© I do.” Upon which Lord Camelford ſhot the ſaid 
Peterſon in the left breaſt, who almoſt inſtantaneouſly 
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3 
died; from which it clcarly appears to the preſent 
jurors, that a mutiny had taken place, 4% on which 


fide ſuch mutiny did exiſt, they cannot pretend to ſay, 


as a diſpute had ariſen, which was the commanding 
officer, either the ſaid Lord Camelford or the ſaid 
Lieutenant Peterſon ; and the jurors upon their oaths 
aforeſaid, do ſay, that the ſaid Lieutenant Peterſon 
came to his death in manner and form aforeſaid, and 
not otherways.—ln witneſs whereof, the Coroner afore- 
ſaid, as well as the jurors aforeſaid, have to this in- 
quiſition ſet their hands and ſeals, the day and year 
firſt above written. 
Signed, 

{A true Copy.) RICHARD BOWMAN, Coroner, 

WILLIAM HILL, Foreman. 

And ten other perſons abovenamed. 


His Majeſly's ſcop Beaver, Fort Royal Bay, 
Martinique, 19th January, 1798. 
SIR, 


ON the evening of the 13th of the 


_ preſent month, I being at that time ſenior officer of 


His Majeſty's ſhips in Engliſh IIarbour, in conſequence 
of ſome alarm ſignals which had been made, and to 
which from various reaſons I was led to pay more 
than ordinary attention, I gave directions to Lieu- 
tenant Parſons of His Majeſty's ſhip Favorite, late 
under my command, to ſend Lieutenant Milward of 


the 


. 


the ſame\ ſhip, with a verbal order to Lieutenant Pe- 
terſon, debeaſed, at that time commanding officer of lis 
Majeſty's ſhip Perdrix, in the abſence of Captain Fahie, 
abſent upon leave, to hold the Perdrix's ſhip's com- 


. pany in readinels to act in concert with the military upon 


ns at 


the ſhorteſt notice, obſerving to Lieutenant P: 


the ſame time, that as I had bufineſs which calfed me- 


on the other {ide of the water, I would not give Him, 
Lieutenant Parſons, the trouble of following me with 
a mere complimentary report ; it gives/me pain, how- 
ever, to be abliged on this, as well as on another ſub- 
ſequent occaſion, to paſs ſome comments on the con- 
duct of Lieutenant Parſons, an officer whoſe intentions 


I believe to be good, and who, except on the preſent 


occaſion, has given me general fatigfation—he ſegms, 
indeed, ſo much to have miſtaken my meaning on this 
occaſion, in diſpenſing with the uſual form of a report, 
that when Lieutenant Milward reported to him Lieu- 


kenant Peterlon's avowed declaration to reject my or- 


ders, and when from that circumſtance a report be- 
came no longer a compliment, but a ſerious point of 


ſerxice, he neglected to make me acquainted there- 


with, whereby I remained im total ignorance of this 
carly act of diſobedience, and was prevented from 
checking in the bud, what was afterwards attended 
with ſuch fatal conſequence. 

As it is by no means my intention to draw down the 
diſpleaſure of a Court-Martial upon Lieutenant Parſons, 
for circumſtances which never would have been 
brought to light but for the neceſſity I am under of 
more fully explaining my own conduct, I will continue 
my recital by obſerving that ſome time after this 1 

* made 
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CG 
made out a-written order for Lieutenant Peterſon to 
continue in force a prior order of the Port, which re- 


lated to keeping a guard at the entrance of the Har- 
bour, under certain reſtrictions of my own, and this 


I delivered at my own lodging to Lieutenant Milward- 


to deliver to Lieutenant Parſons, in order to its being 
forwarded to Lieutenant Peterſon by a petty officer, 
who ſhärtly after returned with a verbal meſſage from 
Lieutenant Peterſon, that he wondered at their preſump- 
tion; this being reported to me, I directed Lieutenant 
Parſons to convey my orders by means of the ſame 
peity oſſicer to Mr. Crawford, maſter of the Perdrix, 
that he ſhould confine Lieutenant Peterſon to his 


Cabin, and take upon him the temporary command of 


the Ship; but without receiving any ſatisfactory auſwer 
as all-I can gather from the above mentioned petty 
officer (Mr. Granger) is that Lieutenant Peterſon till 
continued to expreſs his ſurprize at our preſumption; 
Mr. Crawford ſaid nothing; the Purſer, Mr. Piguenit, 
took down minutes of the meſſage, and Lieutenant 
Peterſon obliged Mr. Granger to ſign them. Nearly 
at the time that theſe proceedings were reported to me 
a Letter was delivered to me by Mr. Granger, which 
had been brought to Lieutenant Parſons by Mr. Craw- 
ford, he Mr. Crawford then obſerved, that he could 
not take a meſſage. This letter appeared to be to me 
throughout ſo highly mutinous and refraQtory, (in as 
much as it not oniy ſet me at defiance and uſurped 
my authority as ſenior officer of the Port, but as 
Lieutenant Peterſon therein ſtyled himſelf Captain of 
the Perdrix) that I immediately and without heſitation 
gave directions to Licutenant Parſons to diſpatch Lieu- 
C tenant 


4 


tenant Milward at the head of a party of Marines, to 


arreſt the Perſon of Lieutenant Peterſon, and to bring 


him over to the eaſternmoft capſtan houſe either dead 
or alive, there to be confined without communication 
until further orders: As theſe orders were in them— 
ſelves more than commonly abſolute, and ſuch as 
nothing but the dangerous tendency of the letter I had 
received could juſtify, I thought proper to give them 
in the preſence of two witneſſes, who at the ſame time 
that they indemnified Lieutenant Parſons from al! 
conſequences, would, I was in hopes, enſure on his 
part a more rigid attention and compliance; ſo ſtrangely 
however, does Lieutenant Parſons ſeem to have mil- 
taken the ſpirit of theſe orders, although much pains 
were taken to explain their preciſe meaning and extent 
both to him and to the witneſtes, that he, on the con- 
trary, in terms equally ablurd and unintelligible, 
directed Lieutenant Milward to arreſt Lieutenant Peter- 
ſon, and make uſe of force of arms if neceſſary, but 
always to avoid bloodſhed, finally referring him to me 
for further orders, ſhould it ſeem impracticable to arreſt 
the deceaſed alive: the conſequences of ſuch obſcure and 
contradictory orders were evident. Licutenant Mil- 
ward inſtead of ſeizing and ſecuring the priſoner upon 
the inſtant, and with the alacrity and ſpirit I am well 
perſuaded he was inclined to ſhew, found his power 
ſo reſtrained, his orders ſo obſcure, and the grounds, on 
which he then ſtood ſo precarious, that alarmed at his 
own reſponſibility, he loſt the moment of all others 
when a ſpeedy and prompt exertion was neceflary, 


in fruitleſs expoſtulations and perſuaſions with th 


deceaſed. f 
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[ have enlarged the more on this head, as to this 
miſtake much may be attributed: my anxious inten- 
tions were to poſſeſs myſelf of the perion of the deceaſed 


Þefore he had time for preparation, aware as I well 


was, that from the arrogant and ſeditious turn of mind 
which, it is too notorious, bc diſplayed on all occaſions, 
he never would allow himſelf to be apprehended, while 
the means were left him for defence, and whillt the evil- 
diſpoſed perſons ſurrounding him were ready at his fide 
to pour in their pernicious advice; inſtead of which, as 
I have already explained, the moſt fatal procraſtination 
took place; for upon Lieutenant Milward's firſt inti- 
mating his intention to Lieutenant Peterſon, he called 
his ſhip's company to arms, and in his own perſon pre- 
pared for, and began to reſiſt, in which he was joined 
and ſeconded by Mr. Crawford, (the maiter) who did 
his utmoſt forcibly to oppoſe the arreſt. 

The noiſe attending theſe proceedings having reached 
my cars, I immediately ran down to the yard before 
the Perdrix's capſtan-houfe, where I found the Per- 
drix's ſhip's company falling in faſt under arms; 1 en- 
deavoured to allemble them, in order to addreſs them. 
but found them much diſperſed, and that thoſe who 
arrived up with their arms, fell into their ranks with 
an alacrity, which leſt me little hopes from perſuaſion. 
— The moment now was loſt, as every thing tended to 
convince me that it I perſi ed any longer in endea- 
vouring to carry away Lieutenant Peterſon by force, 
nothing leſs than a downright battle between the two 
ſhip's companies muſt enſue ; for this reaſon I called to 
Lieutenant Milward, and ordered him to deſiſt, and 


to join me with the marines, which I drew up in face 
C 2 of 
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of the Perdrix's ſhip's company, hailing the command- 
ing officer of the Favorite at the ſame time (as I had 
previouſly done before) to hurry the reſt of the ſhip's 
company over, hoping that their ſuperior numbers 
would overawe the Perdrix's, and induce them to lay 
down their arins. In anxious expectation of their ar- 
rival, i took ſcveral turns with Licutenant Milward in 
the yard, and 1 believe he will do me the juſtice to 
declare that 1 expreſted myſelf upon that vccaftion with 
every degrcc of reluctance and concern at hat ſeemed 
likely to enſue. Beiore, however, the iavorite's ſhip's 
company could be embarked, Lieutenant Peterſon de- 
ſcended the ſtairs, calling © Perdrix's, Perdrix's;“ to 
which they anſwered: the deceaſed then ſaid, “ Are 
you all here:?“ to which they having replied in the 
aſlirmative, he called out, * Are you ready ?” to which 
they replied © Not yet;”” he then called out, “ Load 
with ball cartridge, and fix your bayonets:” while 
they were complying with this order, he. called out, 
« Stand by.” Things now became highly critical, as I 
was impretled with the full conviction, that the moment 
his people had loaded, he would throw in his fire, and 
charge, which from the great diſparity of numbers, 
mult infaliibly have terminated in his favor. Under 
theſe trying circumſtances, there appeared to me but 
one meaſure left, and that was, by cutting off the ring- 
leader, to deſtroy the ſource of contention. This! 
adopted, having tirft called to the deceaſcd, and aſked 
him whether he retuſed to obey my orders; a queſtion 
which at the moment appeared to me the ſhorteſt 
and molt deciſive; and having received his anſwer 
in the afirmative, I haſtened to Licutenant Milward, 


from 


6 


from whom I took a piſtol, and having returned 
to the ſpot, where I thought the deceale4 was; 
I called out, Where is Mr. Peterſon ©” Somebody 
anſwered, © TTere he is.“ TI repeated the queſtion : 
he then anſwered with much arrogance, * Here I am, 
Sir, damme; I then walked cloſe up to him, and 
having cocked my piſtol in his preſence, I preſented it 
to his breaſt, repeati g the queſtion I had before put 
to him, . ſaying, © Do you ſtill perſiſt in refuſing to obey 
my orders?” Upon this he plainly and diſtinctly re- 
plied, ** I do, Sir.“ I inſtantly thot him dead: and hav- 
ing jumped back to avoid the fate which I thought 
awaited me, from the people of the Perdrix, who then 
ſurrounded me, I called out to my marines to ſupport 
me: much however, to the credit of the ſeamen of the 


Perdrix, this was unneceſlary, they attempted nothing. 


I then told them I had ſhot Mr. Peterſon for mutiny ; 
and Mr. Crawlord the maſter, having now become the 
commanding ofhcer, I ſummoned him to diſmiſs the 
{hip's company of the Perdrix, which he, after allow- 


ing me to repeat my order two or three times, with a 


very bad grace complied with, and every thing was re— 
ſtored to peace and good order. 

This Sir, is a true, and I truſt, impartial account of 
the late melancholy tranſaction, which took place at 
Antigua, and which from the conſequence it is of to 
me, that it ſhould be thoroughly underſtood, I have 
minutely, perhaps triflingly detailed. As a circumſtance 


of this moment, however juſtifiable it may appear in the 


eyes of my brother officers, cannot paſs without ſome 
diſcuſhon in the world, I beg leave to requeſt that you 
will be pleaſed to grant me a Court Martial ; firſt, on 

| myſelf, 


* 
1 
7 
4 

9 


ESE. 


—w 


"# = ps * x” 


> - 
= 


3 


— i. — WJ 


_ 2 
* * r 7 7 
2 — —̃ 
© 
„ 


& 


: 5's = . 


4 — * =D . 
. "2 = * k — 


— 


— ” — 
* 


— —— TA” = —  --- — = 


= - 
. K —̃ — 
— . 


— — RN — — 
— — 1 


SF 


myſelf, and ſecondly on Mr. Crawford, Maſter of the 
Perdrix, upon two ſeparate charges; the one for hav- 
ing with-held his aſſiſtance in apprehending a priſoner, 
contrary to the thirty-ſecond article of war, the other 
for not having done his utmoſt in ſuppreſſing the late 
mutiny, agreeable to'the twentieth article of war, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
CAMELFORD. 

Henry Harvey, Eſq. Rear Admiral 

of the Red, Commander in Chief, 

Sc. Sc. &, 


1.282 Cmelford's order called for, and an at- 


teſtea copy of the ſame produced to the Court. All 


the evidences ordered to withdraw, but in a few mi- 


nutes Mr. CLEMENT MILWARD, acting Licutenant 
of the Favorite, called and ſworn. 


Court. Q. Do you know the priſoner ? 
e 


Q. Have you heard his ee for a Court 


Martial, read ? 


? 


A. Yes. 

Q. Relate to the Court what you know reſpecting 
the circumſtances mentioned in that letter. 

A. On the evening of the 13th inſtant, I received 
orders from Lieutenant Parſons, to take a party of 


marines and go over the water, and arreſt Lieutenant 


Peterſon, 


ta 
lif 


( 15 ) 


Peterſon, and bring him over to him. If I could not 
take him without force of arms, and endangering his 
life, I was to acquaint Lord Camelford for my further 
orders. I took the party of marines over the water, 
landed them on the oppoſite tide, and marched them 
to the meſs room door of the capſtan-houſe, where Lieu- 
tenant Peterſon was. I there met two ſeamen, centinels, 


with fixed bayonets. They aſked me what I wanted? 


I told them to fee Lieutenant Peterſon on ſervice. 
They ſaid I could not go up ftairs without permiſſion 
of the commanding ofhcer.—I told them to ſend a 
ſervant up ſtairs to acquaint Mr. Peterſon.— The ſer— 
vant came down with permiſſion for me to come up 
ſtairs, I went up ſtairs and related the orders I had 
received from Lieutenant Parſons, —His anſwer was, 
& I will not go,” and immediately roſe up from his 
chair, and went to a table at the further end of the 
room, and brought a {word and a brace of poltols with 
him. I called my marines up ſtairs. He told me 1t I 
did not go down, he would run me through; and im- 
mediately made a paſs at me. I then told the marines 
to ſeize him; but finding him reſolute, and that I 
could not take him without endangering his life, I or- 
dered the marines to ſtop. He walked to the other 
end of the room, and deſired Mr. Crawford, Maſter 
of the Perdrix, to arm himſelf. —He rapped at the 


bulk-head, and called a Mr. Mattocks (one of the - 


petty officers) of the Perdrix. He then went to the 
window, and called out, *“ Perdrix's, Perdrix's, arm 
« yourſelves.” He called out, * Mr. Maddocks or 
«© Matthews,” I don't know which, © pet the people 
© under arms,” —I1 then heard Lord Camelford call 


out, 
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out, © Mr. Milward.“ —I anſwered. Lord Camelford ve 
called again.— I anſwered. Lord Camelford then ſaid, the 
e Deſiſt, deſiſt, come down ſtairs.“ -I went down | ma 
with my marincs. I met Lord Cameltord a ſhort diſ- tol 
tance from the Capſtan-houſe.— He ſaid, „We will tw 
& avoid as much bloodſhed as we poſlibly can.“ He Wa 
went down to the wharf, and hailed the Favorite. | rin 
During the time we waited for the boat, we walked 
up and down the whaif, twice or thrice, Lord Ca- to 


melſord ſeemed very uneaſy. The Perdrix's men were 
then turning out under arms. I heard Lieutenant 
Peterſon aſk them if they were ready. — They an- 


iwered, „ No Sir - Lieutenant Peterſon then ſaid, gc 
„ Load with bail cartridge, and fix bayoncts.”— to 


Lieutenant Peterſon then ſaid, “ Are you ready?“ — 

Lord Camellord then aſked me if I was armed.—I 

told him I was. Ile aſked me if I had piſtols.—T told le! 
him I had. Ile then aſked me for one of them, I gave 

him one.—He aſked me if it was loaded. -I told him 


it was,—He then walked towards the Perdrix's men, 2 Ts 
| and aſked for Lieutenant Peterſon, ſomebody an- F al 
1 iwered, © He is here, Sir.” Lord Camelford then b 
| called Mr. Peterſon again. Mr. Peterſon anſwered, | 
il „J am here, damme, Sir.“ Lord Camelford went | N 


up to him, and aſked him if he ſtill perſiſted in diſ- E 
obeying his orders.“ I do, Sir,“ Lieutenant Peterſon . 
anſwered.— 1 then heard the report, and ſaw the flaſh E. tl 
of a piſtol (was ſeven or eight yards diſtant at the time) 
and faw Lieutenant Peterſon fall back. Lord Camel- 
ford jumped back, and called me, Aſſiſt me, ma- 
“ rines.”—1 then went to him with the marines.—He 
addreſſed the Perdrix's ſhip's company, and ſaid they 
| were 


2 
4 
7 
'y 
5 
4 
9 


- co 


——— —— 
— — — pt - = 
——— —  ——_ —e—é? ——— —ů — — 
— — — — 

— 


13 


were very right in obeying their oflicer's orders. — He 
then told them Mr. Crawford was now become com- 
manding officer, —He went up to Mr. Crawford, and 
told him to diſmiſs his ſhip's company.—He repeated it 
twice to Mr. Crawford. —He then walked down to the 
water ſide, and went over in the boat with the ma- 
rines. 
Q. Did you receive any orders on that day, prior 


to that given for putting Mr. Peterſon under an arreſt? 
A. I did. 


Q. What were they ? 

A. Go over and acquaint Lieutenant Peterſon to 
get his ſhip's company in readineſs, and under arms, 
to be ready at a moment's warning. 

Q. What was the anſwer ? 10 

A. Mr. Peterſon wondered at Lord Camelford's . 
ſending over ſuch a meſſage. . | | 

Q. What occaſioned that meſlage to be ſent ? 

A. An alarm fired on the iſland, by the ſignal made 


from the fort, that the ſhips which occaſioned the i 
alarm, were ſtanding in for Falmouth or Engliſh Har- 1 
a bour. : | 8 5 
Q. Did you report the anſwer of Mr. Peterſon to 5 

Mr. Parſons ? 75 

$ A. Tes. 90 
YL Q. Did you receive any orders in conſequence of ip 
= that report? | | 44 
| A. No. i 


Q. Do you recolle& an order given by Captain wy. 
Mainwaring, of. the Babet, when ſenior officer at 
Engliſh Harbour, to row guard at the entrance of the 
harbour ? 


D A. I do. 


— 
= 


2 ** — — — — — 
— - * — —- — — — — 
= — 


9 

40 

r 
4 


. 2 — 
——— 


— — << Y — 


(36-3 


A. I do. 5 
Q. Did you receive a letter from Lord Camelford 
to deliver to Licutenant Parſons, to forward to Licu- 


tenant Peterſon ? g 

A. Tes. 

Q. {Letter marked No. 1, ſhewn him. Is that the 
Letter? 

A. Yes, I wrote it, and Lord Camelford ſigned it 
in my preſence, 


Letter read aud verified by Mr. Milward, viz. 


SIR, 
YOU will be pleaſed to acknowledge 
the receipt of the encloſed letter on ſervice. IT am, &c. 


CAMELFORD. 
Lieut, Charles Peterſon, 


By Lieutenant Lord Camelford, Commanding 
His Majeſty's Sloop Favourite, and fſeni- 
or Officer of His Majeſty's Ships and 
Veſſels lying in Englith Harbour An- 
tigua. 


You are hereby required and directed to carry into 
execution that order of Jemmett Mainwaring Eſq. 
Captain of His Majeſly's Ship Babet, and late Com- 
manding Officer of this Port, which reſpeQs keeping 


a guard at the entrance of this Harbour, with this 


difference, that a Midſhipman of truſt is to be put 


in charge of the boat, in lieu of a Commiſſioned or 


Warrant Officer, and that ſhe is to be kept at a grapnel 
in 


in 
C1 


— 
4 


1 


in the entrance of the harbour in lieu of rowing 
guard. 

Given under my hand on board IIis Majeſty's Ship, 
Favorite, this 13th day of January, 1798. 


CAMELFORD. 
Lieutenant Charles Peterſon, 


Commanding Officer of H. M. Ship Perdriæx, 
in the room of William Charles Fahie Eſq. 
Captain, abſent cn leave. 


Q. Do you know if the letter was ſent ? 

A. Yes, Iſaw it delivered to Mr. Granger. 

Q. Do you know of any anſwer from Lieutenant 
Peterſon ? 


A. None. 
Q. Did you receive no further orders from that 


time, till the period, -when you were directed to 
arreſt Mr. Peterſon ! 

A. No. 

Q. What time intervened from the firſt meſſage, 
to ſending orders for the arreſt of Lieutenant Peterſon ? 

A. The firſt order I received was about halt after 
three, and the next order was about halt after nine. 

Lord Camelford, aſned. 

Q. How long was it from the time, that the firſt 
notice or diſturbance was heard in the meſs room, to 
the time that I called to you to deſiſt and bring your 
marines down ? 

A. Between four and five minutes. 

QA. Did not Lieutenant Peterſon call out *ſtand by” 


while the Perdrix's people were in the act of loading? 
1 A. He 
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A. He did. 

Q. Did you conceive he would fire upon us as 
ſoon as he was ready? | 

A. It had every appearence that he would. 

Q. Did you not come to me after I had fired my 
piſtol, and preſent a cartridge to me, requeſting me 


to load, as there would be more of it? 
A. I aids 


Q. When I addreſſed the Perdrix's ſhip's company, 


and told them they had done their duty in obeying the 
orders of their immediate ſuperior, did I not order 
them at the ſame time to diſmiſs? 

A. He did. 

Q. Do you conceive that had I uſed harſh or ar- 
rogant means with them they would have broke as 
readily as they did ? 

A. I do not know. 

Q. Excluſive of the alarm that had been fired from 
the Fort, had not an action been ſeen in the courſe 
of the day in the Offing ? 

A. It was the report at the time. 

Q. Do you not know moreover that I ſent a petty 
Officer to communicate with the Commanding Officer 
of the Troops on the ridge reſpecting the alarm? 

A. S400: 

Court. Q. Did any doubt exiſt in your breaſt 
which was the Commanding Officer of the Naval Force 
at Engliſh Harbour, Lord Camelford, commanding 
the Favourite, or Lieutenant Peterſon of the Perdrix ? 

A. Lord Camelford in my opinion was Command- 


ing Officer at the time, and I had told Mr, Peterſon ſo 


ſeveral times. 


Q. Who 


wa 


"wor 


I} 
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Q Who was in the room with Lieutenant Peterſon, 
when you went to put him under arreſt * 

A. Mr. Crawford the Maſter, and Mr. Piguenit 
the Purſer of the Perdrix ? 

Q. Did it appear to you that Lieutenant Peterſon 
was ſober at the time? 

A. I cannot ſay. 

Q. Was it a doubtful matter with you whether he 
was drunk or ſober ? 

A. It was, and I mentioned it to Lord Camelford. 

Q. Was his anſwer given to you in a cool deliberate 
manner? 

A. No, on the contrary, he was in a great rage. 


Vitneſs ordered to withdraw, and Mr. WILLIAM 
GRANGER, Maſter's Mate of the Favorite, called 


and ſworn, 


Q. Court. Do you know the priſoner ? 
A. Yes. 


Q. Have you heard his application for a Court Mar- 


tial read ? 

7, va © _ ® 

Q. Did you carry a letter from Lieutenant Parſons 
of the Favorite, to Lieutenant Peterſon, of the Perdrix, 
on the evening of the 1 3m inſtant, on ſervice ? 

A. I did. 

Letter marked No. 1, ſhewn him. 

Q. Is that the Letter ? 

A. I believe it is. 

Q. Did you know the contents of the letter * 


you carried it? 
A. No. 


Q. Did 
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Q Did you deliver it into the hands of Lieutenant 
Peterſon? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did he read it in your preſence ?_ 

A. He broke it open and read it directly. 

Q. What was his anſwer ? 

A. He deſired me to tell them they were very pre- 
ſumptuous in writing to him in that manner; and then 
diſmifled me. I then went over the water and acquainted 
Lieutenant Parſons, the commanding officer of the Fa- 
vorite, what Lieutenant Peterſon had ſaid to me.— l 
went to my duty, and was called in about a quarter of 
an hour afterwards, and ſent by 1.icutenant Parſons, 
with a meſſage to Mr. Crawford, Maſter of the Per- 
drix, to put Lieutenant Peterſon under an arreſt, and 
take the charge of the Perdrix. I was aſked by Mr. 
Piguenit, the Purſer of the Perdrix, then preſent, whe- 
ther Lord Camelford was acquainted with it. I told 
him I ſuppoſed ſo, but I had got my orders from the 
commanding officer. 

Q. What anſwer did Mr. Crawford make? 

A. He made none; but Mr. Peterſon directed Mr. 
Piguenit, Purſer, to» take my meſſage down in writ- 
ing, and then read it over and ordered me to ſign it, 
which I did; and then when I was going away, Mr. 
Peterſon repeated ſeveral times, his former meſſage, 
that they were preſumptuous in ſending him letters and 
meſſages of that fort. On which I returned over to 
Lieutenant Parſons again, and related what had paſſed, 
and ſhortly after, I got a letter from Lieutenant Parſons 
to Lord Camelford, which I delivered to Lord Camel- 
tord, 

Lieutenan! 


Le 


the 


I 


tel 


th 
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Lientenant Peter ſon's letter or order, marked No. 2, to 
Lord Camelford, was then ſhewn him, 
Q. Is that the letter? 
A. It was dark, and I did not take notice. 
Q. What time in the evening was it you, went on 
the firſt meſſage to Licutenant Peterſon ? 
A. Nearly eight o'clock in the evening. 
Q. Were there two ſentries at the door of the 
meſs-room, and how were they armed? 
A. There was one ſentry with a cutlaſs; if there 
was another, I did not ſee him. 
Lord Camelford. Q. Did the ſentry oppoſe your 
going up ſtairs, till he had acquainted the commanding 
p officer? | 


7 A. Never. - 

: Witneſs ordered to withdraw, and SerJrAxNT JOHN 
a LEACHLAND, of the Favorite, called and ſworn, 

| 


Court. Q. Do you know the priſoner ? 

. 

Q. Have you heard his application for a Court 
Martial, read ? 

A. Tes. b 

Q. Were you of the party that went with Lieu— 
tenant Milward, to arreſt Lieutenant Peterſon, of the 
Perdrix, the evening of the 1 3th inſtant ? 

A. X08 

Q. Relate to the Court what you know reſpeCting 
the circumſtances mentioned in Lord Camelford's ſaid 
Letter, | 

A. On the 13th inſtant, at nine o'clock in the 
evening, I was ordered by Lieutenant Parſons, to aſſiſt 

Mr. 
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Mr. Milward with fix marines, in taking Mr, Peterſon 
and putting him under arreſt, When we landed on 
the other ſide, Mr. Milward ordered us to follow him. 
When we came to the meſs-room ſtairs, the two ſenti- 
nels ſtopped us. Mr. Milward ſent up a little boy, to 
know if Mr. Peterſon would let him come up.— Mr. 
Milward went up by leave, and I remained below with 
the party. In a few minutes, Mr, Milward ordered us 
to come up, which we did. When we came up, Mr. 
Peterſon ordered us down again immediately.—]I told 
him we would not, unleſs our commanding officer gave 
us leave. Mr. Peterſon made a puſh with his ſword at 
Mr. Milward.—Mr. Milward knocked it back again 
with another ſword. —Then immediately Lieutenant 
Peterſon went to his cot, and took out two piſtols, one 
he put on the table, the other he kept in his hand. 
—The Maſter of the Perdrix took the other up, and 
pointed it towards me, and ordered me to go out of the 


room. I told him I would not, there was my com- 


manding oſſicer there (meaning Mr. Milward.)—Imme- 
mediately Mr. Peterſon went to the window, and ſung 
out, © Perdrix's, Perdrix's, turn out here.“ - Then 


Mr. Peterſon went to the bulk-head, and ſaid, Turn 


© out all officers.” —Immediately Lord Camelford 
came to the foot of the ſtairs, and ordered the marines 
to come down, and to follow him, which we did. — 
Lord Camelford ordercd me to draw up the marines in 
face of the Perdrix's, which I did. Lieutenant Peter- 
ſon ordered the Perdrix's to prime and load with 
powder and ball.—Lord Camelford hearing Mr. Peter- 


ſon's voice, went to him, and aſked him if he would 


obey his orders, or not.—He ſaid, * No, Sir, I will 
| * not,” 
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© not.” Lord Camelford aſked him a ſecond time, the 
ſame queſtion. —He told him, „I will not,” —Imme- 


diately Lord Camelford took a piſtol and held it to 


him, and aſked him a third time if he would obey his 
orders, —He anſwered he would not, and Lord Camel- 
ford ſhot him immediately. Lord Camelford ſaid, I 
© have ſhot Lieutenant Peterſon for mutiny.' Lord 
Camelford aſked the Maſter of the Perdrix, whether 
he would obey his orders or not. He anſwered, 
6 Yes.” Lord Camelford ordered him to diſmiſs his 
men immediately, and put by their arms. 

Q. Was you on board when Lord Camelford took 
command of the Fayorite ? 


A. YES, * 
Q. Did you hear his order read? 
As Les. 


the Favorite at the time. 

A. Yes. | 

Q. Did he execute Lord Camelford's orders, as he 
bad uſually done under former Captains ? 

A. Yes, to the beſt of my knowledge. 

Q. How long was Licutenant Peterſon. under Lord 
Camelford's command? 

A. About three months. 


tenant Peterſon, were the Perdrix's ſhip's company 
loading their inuſkets, or were they loaded before? 

A. I heard the ram-rods rattling, but it was too 
dark to ſee what they put in their muſquets. 

Q. When you were called up ſtairs to aſſiſt Lieu- 
tenant Milward, what ſituation did you perceive Mr. 
Peterſon in ? 

F A., Standing 


Q. Was Lieutenant Peterſon Firſt Lieutenant of 


Q. At the time of Lord Camelford's firing at Lieu- 
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Mr. Milward with ſix marines, in taking Mr. Peterſon 
and putting him under arreſt. When we landed on 
the other ſide, Mr. Milward ordered us to follow him. 
When we came to the meſs-room ſtairs, the two ſenti- 
nels ſtopped us. Mr. Milward ſent up a little boy, to 


know if Mr. Peterſon would let him come up.—Mr. 


Milward went up by leave, and I remained below with |} 


the party. In a few minutes, Mr, Milward ordered us 
to come up, which we did. When we came up, Mr. 
Peterſon ordered us down again immediately.—T told 
him we would not, unleſs our commanding officer gave 
us leave. Mr. Peterſon made a puſh with his ſword at 
Mr. Milward.—Mr. Milward knocked it back again 
with another ſword. —Then immediately Lieutenant 
Peterſon went to his cot, and took out two piſtols, one 
he put on the table, the other he kept in his hand. 
—The Maſter of the Perdrix took the other up, and 
pointed it towards me, and ordered me to go out of the 
room.—] told him I would not, there was my com- 
manding oflicer there (meaning Mr. Milward.)—Imme- 
mediately Mr, Peterſon went to the window, and ſung 
out, © Perdrix's, Perdrix's, turn out here.“ Then 
Mr. Peterſon went to the bulk-head, and ſaid, Turn 
© out all officers.” —Immediately Lord Camelford 
came to the foot of the ſtairs, and ordered the marines 
to come down, and to follow him, which we did.— 
Lord Camelford ordercd me to draw up the marines in 
face of the Perdrix's, which I did. Lieutenant Peter- 
ſon ordered the Perdrix's to prime and load with 
powder and ball.—Lord Camelford hearing Mr. Peter- 
ſon's voice, went to him, and aſked him if he would 
obey his orders, or not. —He ſaid, “No, Sir, I will 

| 6 not,” 
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ww» not.“ Lord Camelford aſked him a ſecond time, the 
ſame queſtion. —He told him, I will not,” —Imme- 
diately Lord Camelford took a piſtol and held it to 
' him, and aſked him a third time if he would obey his 
orders. —He anſwered he would not, and Lord Camel- 
| ford ſhot him immediately. Lord Camelford ſaid, “ I 
| Þ © have ſhot Lieutenant Peterſon for mutiny.”—Lord 
'  Camelford aſked the Maſter of the Perdrix, whether 
he would obey his orders or not.—He anſwered, 
% Yes.” —Lord Camelford ordered him to diſmiſs his 
men immediately, and put by their arms. 
Q. Was you on board when Lord Camelford took 
command of the Favorite ? 


„ © = Lhd 7 


A. es. 
Q. Did you hear his order read ? 
. 


Q. Was Llewtenant Peterſon Firſt Lieutenant of 
the Favorite at the time. 

A. Tes. 

Q. Did he execute Lord Camelford's orders, as he 
* had uſually done under former Captains? 

5 A. Yes, to the beſt of my knowledge. 
| Q. How long was Licutenant Peterſon under Lord 
Camelford's command? | 

A. About three months. 

Q. At the time of Lord Camelford's firing at Lieu- 
tenant Peterſon, were the Perdrix's ſhip's company 
loading their muſkets, or were they loaded before? 

A. I heard the ram-rods rattling, but it was too 
dark to fee what they put in their muſquets. 

Q. When you were called up ſtairs to aſſiſt Lieu- 
tenant Milward, what ſituation did you perceive Mr, 
Peterſon in ? 


F A. Standing 
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A. Standing by the table, with a drawn ſword 
alongfide of him on the table, and when he ſaw us he 
took it up immediately. 

Q. Did he ſtrike at Mr, Milward firſt ? 

A. Tes. — 

Q. Did he appear to you to be ſober ? 

A. He was as ſober at that time, as ever he was 
while I failed with him. 

Lord Camelford. Q. Was there any noiſe or dil- 
turbance in the room, before you were called up by 


Lieutenant Milward ? 


A. None, till we came up. 

Q. From the time you went vp, till I called you 
down, how long was it ? 

A. About eight or nine minutes. 

Q. When you firſt came down out of the melſs- 
room, did you fee any number of men under arms, be- 
longing to the Perdrix ? 

A. Between thirty and forty. 

Q. How long was it from the time I called you 
down, to the time you came down? 5 

A. Immediately. 

Q. Did not the Maſter continue to hold a piſtol to 
your breaſt, till you told him you would cut his head 
off, or words to that effect? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you not conceive, that as ſoon the Perdrix's 
company were ready to fire, they would begin ? 

A. Fes. | + | 

Q. Do you not conceive, that Mr. Peterſon headed 
that ſhip's company, and that they would have obeyed 
his orders ? 

A. Yes. 


_ Witneſs 
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1 
Witneſs ordered to withdraw, and CoRT ORAL WIL- 

LIAM BUNKIN, of the Favorite, called and ſworn. 

Court. Q. Do you know the priſoner ? 

A. Tes. 

Q. Have you heard his application for a Court 
Martial read ? 

* 

Q. Was you of the party of marines, on the 1 3th 
inſtant, that went with Mr. Milward, to arreſt Lieu- 
tenant Peterſon, of the Perdrix ? 

A. Tes. 

Q. Relate to the Court what you know reſpeCting 
the circumſtances mentioned in Lord Camelford's ſaid 
letter, 

A. When I came over, I was ordered by Mr. Mil- 
ward to follow him, and we went up in the room to 
take Mr. Peterſon as a priſoner ; Mr. Peterſon pointed 
his ſword at Mr, Milward, and Mr. Milward defended 
the ſword off with his own. —Immediately Mr. Peter- 
fon dropped his ſword, and a braſs piſtol on the table. 
— Then the Maſter took up the braſs piſtol, and ſhoved 
the Serjeant back, and the Serjeant made anſwer, that 
his commanding officer was there; that he would obey 


his commanding officer, meaning Mr. Milward.——Mr. 


Crawford ſhoved him back, and ordered us all out of 
the room. — The Serjeant ſaid, © Don't ſhove me, I 
have my commanding officer here, and will cut your 
e head off directly.“ Mr. Peterſon called out for the 
Perdrix's, and then aſked if they were all ready, or 
not.— Then my Lord came to the ſtairs door, and 
called Mr. Milward.—Mcr. Milward anſwered, ** Here 
„ Sir,” and went down direQly,—Lord Camelford or- 
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dered him to draw up the men before the door, —Then 
Mr. Peterſon came down and ſaid, Perdrix's!“ Sir, 
they anſwered. —He then ſaid, Are you all ready.” 
— They anſwered, “ No, Sir.” —He then ſaid, “ Load 
with powder and ball.” —My Lord came round to 
the left of me, and aſked for Mr. Peterſon. —Mr. Pe- 
terſon ſaid, ©* I am here.” —My Lord ſaid, Will you 
* obey my orders.“ He ſaid, “ No.” —He aſked him 
again, if he would ' obey his orders. —He anſwered, 
e No.”-—Then my Lord put his piſtol to Lieutenant Pe- 
terſon's breaſt, and aſked the queſtion again, le an- 
ſwered, ** No,” the third time; and my Lord fired di- 
rectly on which he fell down. When my Lord had fired, 
he turned round, and ſaid to Lieutenant Milward, „ 
After that, my 
Lord went up to the Maſter of the Perdrix, and aſked 
lum if he would obey his orders, or not. The Maſter 
ſaid, “ Yes, my Lord.“ —So my Lord faid, “ Per- 
% drix's, by my orders you will. dilmiſs.” — Accord- 
ingly it was done. 

Q. Was you on board when Lord Camelford took 
command of the Favorite? 


ce have ſhut Mr. Peterſon for mutiny.” 


. 
Q. Did you hear his order read ? 
A. Les. | 


Q. Was Lieutenant Peterſon Firſt Lieutenant at 
the time? 
1 | 
Q. Did he execute Lord Camelford's orders, as he 
had uſually done under former Captains? 5 
Te. 
Q Hon 


; 
; 
7 
Y 


( 29 ) 
Q. How long was Mr. Peterſon under Lord Camel- 


ford's command ? 
. | A. About three months, 
l Q. At the time of Lord Camelford's firing at Mr. 
) Peterſon, were the Perdrix's ſhip's company loading 
. their muſquets, or were they loaded before? 
4 A. Loading. 
1 Q. When you were called up ſtairs to aſſiſt Lieu- 
tenant Milward, what ſituation did you perceive Mr, 
: Peterſon to be in ? 
A. Inſide the table oppoſite the door, with his 

: | ſword in one hand, and his piſtol in the other, 

Q. Did he ſtrike at Lieutenant Milward firſt ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did he appear to you to be ſober ? 

A. No, I believe he was in liquor. 

Lord Camelford. Q. From the time you went up, 
to the time I called you down, how long was it ? 
. 14 A. Four or five minutes, to the beſt of my know- 

ledge? | | 

_ ; Q. When you juſt came down out of the meſs- 
room, did you ſee any number of men under arms, be- 
| ; longing to the Perdrix ? Ls 
A. Between thirty and forty, 
= Q. How long was it from the time I called you 
t down, to the time you came down? 
; A. About a minute. 

Q. Did not the Maſter continue to hold a piſtol 
at the Serjeant's breaſt, till he told him he would cut 
his head off, or words to that effect ? 


; 
: 
2 


kept it in one hand, and puſhed him with the other. 


Q. Did 


A. No, he did not hold the piſtol to his breaſt, but 
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Q. Did you nat conceive, that as ſoon as the Per- 
drix's ſhip's company were ready to fire, they would 
begin? 

A. They would, I believe, if my Lord had not 
ſtopped it, by ſhooting the Lieutenant. 

Q. Did you not conceive, that Mr. Peterſon headed 
that ſhip's company, and that they would have obeyed 
his orders ? 


A. Yes, I believe they would, 


Witneſs ordered to withdraw, and the Court cleared. When 
opened, which was in about half an hour, JAMES 
GARDNER, SER, 7 the Favorite, called and 
ſworn, 

Court, Q. Do you know the proener ? 
A, Ye.” 
Q. Have you Beard lis application for a Court 

Martial read? 

A. Tes. 


Q. Relate to the Court what you know reſpecting 


the circumſtances mentioned in that letter. 


A. The firſt I heard of it, was a noiſe in Lieu- 
tenant Peterſon's meſs-room, a little after nine, J 
think. His Lordſhip going down ſtairs, I followed 
him.—We got half way acroſs the yard.--I heard Mr. 
Peterſon halloo out to the Perdrix's, out of the win- 
dow, ordering them to get under arms immediately, — 
His Lordſhip then went down to the wharf, hailing the 
Favorite, telling Mr, Parſons to ſend the reſt of the 
Favorite's over inumediately.,—His Lordſhip then went 
to the ſtairs of Mr, Peterſon's mels-room, in the cap- 

ſtan- 


0 . 


6 


ſtan-houſe, in the yard, calling Mr. Milward, telling 
him to come down, and to bring his people with him. 
Mr. Peterſon following them down; when he came 
down, he aſked his people it they were ready. —They 
anſwered him, “ No.” — He then told them to © Prime 
and load with ball.” He ordered them to draw up, 


and ſtand by.—His Lordſhip then called for Mr. Pe- 


terſon. —Mr. Peterſon then anſwered, <* Here am I.“ 
His Lordſhip aſked him, if he would obey his orders,— 
Mr. Peterſon replied, © No.“ His Lordſhip repeated 
the words again, —Mr. Peterſon anſwered, * No, I will 
« not.” — That minute Mr. Peterſon fell, being ſhot by 
Lord Camelford.—His Lordſhip then called for Mr. 
Milward, and ſaid, „I have ſhot Mr. Peterſon for mu- 
e tiny.” —His, Lordſhip then called for Mr. Crawford. 


Mr. Crawford made anſwer, * I am here, my Lord.” 


— His Lordſhip then aſked him, if he would obey his 


orders. - Mr. Crawford made anſwer, „ Yes.” —His 


Lordſhip then told him to diſmiſs his people. —His 
Lordſhip then aſked where are the Perdrix's ?—They 
anſwered, ** Here, my Lord.“ His Lordſhip then 
ſaid, “ You have done your duty like men, in obeying 


your officer's orders, ſo now diſmiſs.” 


Q. Were you near his Lordſhip's perſon, when 
Lieutenant Peterſon fell? 

2 N 

Q. Did you obſerve a piſtol in his hand? 

A. Tes. 

Lord Camelſord. Q. Did you ſee me preſent the 
piſtol to Lieutenant Peterſon ? 
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Q. Did you hear me ſpeak to Lieutenant Peterſon, 


between the time of my preſenting the piſtol to Lieu- 


tenant Peterſon, and the time of my firing ? 
A. Yes. 


Witneſs ordered to withdraw, and LIEUTENANT 
MILWARD called again. ä 
Queſtion from Lord Camelford. Did you not conceive 


Lieutenant Peterſon to be in a ſtate of mutiny, at the 
head of the Perdrix's ſhip's company, when they v were 


drawn up under arms in the yard ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you conceive that I could have adopted any 
meaſures, to have ſecured the perſon of Lieutenant Pe- 
terlon, at that time, without bloodſhed enſuing ; and if 
you do, what are they? 

A. No, I know of none at that time. 

Court, Q. Did you communicate to Lieutenant 


Parſons, Mr. Peterſon's determination to refuſe Lord 


Camelford's orders. | 

A. I did, about three o'clock that afternoon. 

Q. Did you hear from Mr, Peterſon, or any perſon 
elſe, his reaſons for that determination ? 

A. TI heard it from Mr. Peterſon, ſuppoſing himſelf 
to be commanding officer of the port. 

Q. At that time did he ſay what rank he conſi- 
dered Lord Camelford to hold? 

A. I did not hear him. 

Q. When you communicated with Mr. Peterſon, 


at three o'clock that afternoon, what centinels were at 
the door, and how were they armed ? 


A. One man with a cutlaſs. 
Witneſs 


fp Say. Mr Cond I 


f . 
5 ; Witneſs ordentd to withdraw, aud GEORGE WALTER. 
- = M AN, Marine, of the Favorite, called aud fworn, 
| Court, Q. Do you kaow the priſoner, 
A. Tes. 


Q. Have you heard Lis application for a Court 
Martial read ? 55 


6 . 
; Q. Was you of the party which went with Lieu- 
: tenant Milward, to arreſt Licutenant Peterſon, on the 
evening of the 13th inſtant ? 
A. es. 


Lord Camelford. Q. Did you ſee me walk up to 
him previous to it? 

A. I heard his Lordſhip call Mr. Peterſon firſt, 
and he anſwered, “ Here am I.“ — My Lord ſaid, 
Will you obey my orders or not.“ —He anſwered, 
« No.” His Lordſhip aſked him a ſecond time, © Will 
ce you obey my orders.” — He anſwered, © No, I will 
* not.” — With that Mr, Peterſon fell, ſhot by Lord 

<Camelford. 

Q. When I went up to Mr. Peterſon, did I tire 
the piſtol at once, or preſent it for any time ? 

A. Held it to his breaſt two or three minutes. 

Court, Q. Was there time for Mr. Peterſon to 
have ſpoken to Lord Camelford, or to have removed 
himſelf, it he had thought proper, betore he fired : a 

A. Tes. 

Lord canelforl. Q. Did you ſee me cock the 

piſtol ? 

A. No. 

Q. How far was you from me; 
A. About five or fix yards. | 
| F | IFitneſs 
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IV itneſs ordered to withdraw, and Mer. MASSER | a 
CRAWFORD, Mlaſter of the Perdrix, called and g W 
7052 V 
[worn. 


Q. Do you know the prifoner 7 | Fc 
A. Yes: | = a 
Q. Have you heard his application for a Court u 
Martial, rcad ? | I 
A. Yes. ( 
Q. Relate to the Court what you know reſpecting t 
the circumſtances mentioned in that letter. : ] 
A. On Saturday the 13th January, about ten mi— 
nutes after eight, Mr. Granger, a= petty officer of the 
Favorite, delivered a letter on ſervice to Lieutenant 
Peterſon, then in the meſs-room, at the Capſtan-houle. 
Mr. Peterſon, ſome time afterwards, defired Mr. 
Granger to inform Lord Camelford, * He was aſto- 
* niſhed at his preſumption.” —Mr. Granger, ſome 
time afterwards, returned with a verbal ordef from 
Lord Camelford, for Lieutenant Peterſon to conceive 
himſelf under an arreſt, and for me to act as command- 1 
ing officer. Mr. Peterſon deſired Mr. Granger to ſay, % 
he was again aſtoniſhed at his preſumption. Mr. Pe— 
terſon then gave me a letter on ſervice, to deliver to : 
the commanding officer of the Favorite, which I did. 
1710 — dome time afterwards, Mr. Peterſon doubled the 
| | ſentries at the door of the meſs-room Capſtan-houſe. 6 
b, Mr. Milward, Lieutenant of the Favorite, I cannot ; 
1 exactly ſay at what time of the night, came to the door 
1 of the meſs- room, and defired admittance. — Mr. Pe- 
16 terſon enquiring his name, deſired him to walk up.— 
il When he came to the top of the ſteps, he called out 
i to the marines to follow him. —Immediately there was 
| 


a party 


(35 +3 


a party of marines in our meſs-place. Mr. Peterſon 
walked to his table, took up a drawn iword,—VIr, 
Milward at the ſame time walking towards him, in- 


formed him he was come to take him by force of 


arms, over to the other Capſtan-houſe, to put him 


under an arreſt. Mr. Peterſon again walked to his | 


private table, brought out a pair of piſtols, and Jaid 
them on the meſs-table;z at the ſame time deſired me 


to arm myſelf. - Mr. Peterſon advanced towards Mr. 


Milward, pointing the ſword at his brealt, ordering 
him with the party of marines down ſtairs, Mr. Pe- 
terſon at the fame time went to the window, and de- 
fired the Perdrix's to turn out, and went to the par- 
tition and knocked with his ſword, calling to the 
gunner and boatſwain to turn out and arm the people. 
Looking round, the Favorite's officer and marines 
had retired, —I walked down ſtairs, and ſaw the peo- 
ple turning out and arming.—Shortly afterwards Mr. 
Peterſon came down ſtairs, and called to the Perdrix's, 
% Prime and load.”—1 heard Lord Camelford call out, 
« Where is Mr. Peterſon.” — Mr. Peterſon anſwered, 
«© Here I am, Sir.“ Lord Camelford ſtepped up 
cloſe to him, and aſked him, if he ſtill perſiſted in 
diſobeying his orders. Mr. Peterſon ſaid, © do, 
Sir.“ -A piſtol immediately went off, and I ſaw Mr. 
Peterſon fall.—I examined to ſee if he was dead or 
not.—Seeing him dead, 1 immediately ſtepped forward, 
called out to our people, * Stop, avaſt loading your 
«© pieces, Mr. Peterſon is ſhot, return your arms, 
« diſmiſs.” —At the ſame time heard Lord Camelſord 
call me, Mr, Crawford, your commanding oflicer is 
fe killed, for downright mutiny, diſmiſs the people, 
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ee return their arms, and conceive yourſelf command- 
< ing officer of the Perdrix.“ 


Lord Camelford"s letter to Mr. Peterſon, marizvd No. 1, 


ſhewn to the witneſs. 


Q. Is that the letter Mr. Peterſon received from 
Lord Camelford ? 
. 


Lieutenant Peterſon's order in the paper, marked No. 2, 
read and verified by the witneſs, Viz. 
By Licutenant Charles Peterſon, commander 
of His Majeſty's ſhip Perdrix, and ſenior 
Officer of His Majeſty's ſhips, for the time 
being, in Engliſh Harbour. 
WHEREAS: the iiland of Antigua is 
now under an alarm, | 
You are hereby required and directed to cauſe the 
crew of His Majeſty's floop Favorite, under your 
direction, to hold themſelves in readineſs to man the 
batteries round this harbour; allo to cauſe a guard to 


be rowed round the entrance of this harbour, during 


this night, and report to me- their proceedings in the 
morning. | | 
Given under my hand, on board His Majeſty's 
ſhip Perdrix, in Engliſh Harbour, Antigua, the 
13th January, 1798. N 
CHARLES PETERSON. 
Lieut, Lord Camelford, 
His Majeſty's ſloop 
Favorite, © 
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Q. Is the ſignature to that order, Lieutenant Peter- 
ſon's hand writing? 

e. 

Q. Is that the letter you carried from Lieutenant 
Peterſon, to the commanding officer of the Favorite? 

A. To the beſt of my knowledge it is. 

Q. Did Mr. Peterſon give any reaſons tor the an- 
wer you ſtated to have been ſent to Lord Cameltford ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you at any time hear him ſay, why he 
conſidered himſelf commanding officer, then at Engliſh 
Harbour ? | 

e. 

Q. State what they were. 

A. The Admiral's directions to Lord Camelford, 
in his letters on ſervice, were directed to Lieutenant 
Lord Camelford, and that he, Mr. Peterſon, was a 
ſenior Lieutenant on the liſt to Lord Camelford. 

Q. Did Mr. Peterſon give his reaſons for doubling 
the centinels at the door ? 

A. No. 

. To whom did he give the orders for doubling 
the centinels at the door ? 

A. To the Maſter at Arms, 

Q. Do you know the orders ? 

A; No. 3 

Q. Had the ſword which you mention Lieutenant 
Peterſon to have taken up, been previouſly drawn, 
before the arrival of Licutenant Milward ? 

A. I don't know. 


Q. Were his piſtols loaden previous to the Arrival 
of Mr, Milward ? 


A. I believe 


A 


„ 6 
A. I believe they were. 
Q. Do you know when they were loaded ? 
A. I don't know. | 
Q. Did Mr, Peterſon take them with him when lie 
went below, or his ſword ? 
A. No piſtols, but his ſword, 
Q. Do you ſuppoſe had Lord Camelford taken him 


by the collar, he would have directed his people to uſe 


violence? 

A. I can't ſay, but I believe his people were drawn 
out to prevent his being arreſted. 

Q. Until he knew Lord Camelford was on the 
fide of the water, where the Perdrix's people were, 
were any of your ſhip's people armed, excluſive of the 
ſentinels? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Did you ever hear Mr. Peterſon ſay in conver— 
ſation, why, while he was Lieutenant of the Favorite, 
under Lord Cameltord's command, he obeyed his 
Lordſhip's orders. 

A. I never did. 


Court adjourned at, four o'clock, until Monday morning 


at half paſt ſeven, 22 January, 1798, when the Court 
met. 


Mr. CRAWFORD called in again. 
Court, Q. Did you ever ſee Lord Camelford pre- 


vious to the night of the 13th inſtant ? 


A. Yes, frequently. 
Q. In what unitorm did he at thoſe times appear ? 
A. Ina Lieutenant's. 


Q. What 


th 


E 


e 


lk. 


1 . A OO, 


1 


Q. What dreſs was he in, the night of the 13th 
inſtant ! 
A. The night was ſo dark, that I cannot poſitively 


tay. 


Q. Did you ever ſce him in a Commander's coat? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever hear Lieutenant Peterſon ſay, 
whether he conſidered him as a Commander, or as a 
Lieutenant ſent by the Commander in Chief, to com- 


mand the Favorite, in the ablence of her Captain, fick 


on thore !? 

A. Never did. 

Q. How long was the Favorite and Perdrix in 
Engliſh Harbour together, previous to the event of 
the 13th ? 

A. About two months, or more. 

Q. Had any difference on ſervice, between Lord 
Camelford and Lieutenant Peterſon, ariſen previous to 
that on the evening of the 13th? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. To your knowledge, had any quarrel, of 2 
public or private nature, ſubſiſted between them? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Did you ſee Lord Camelford immediately be- 
tore the piſtol, which Killed Licutengnt Peterſon, was 
fired ? 

A. Yes, I was within 1ix las [ Goals, of Lord 
Camelford, when the piſtol went off. | 

Q. Had Lord Camelford any other arms than the 
piſtol which he tired ? 

A. I did not ſce any, 


Q. Did 
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Q. Did you hear Lord Camelford call out to the | 
marines to deſiſt, when P ſaits. % 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ,hear Lord Camelford aſk Lieutenant 

* 

Milward whether the piſtol was loaded when he gave 
it to him? 1 1 

A. No. 

Q. Did you obſerve Lieutenant Milward hand the 
piſtol to Lord Camelford! ? 

A. No. | 

Q. Did you obſerve Lord Camelford preſent 4 
piſtol to the breaſt of Lieutenant Peterſon ? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Was there time ſufficient for anſwering Lord 
Camelford, before he fired? : 

A. I heard Mr. Peterſon anſwer. 

. How often was the queſtion from Lord Camel- 
ford repeated, do you perſiſt in reſiſting my orders?” 


A, Only once. 20 WM 
. How far were the Favorite's from the Perdrix's 
people? 0 


A. The night was dark, about ten yards. 

Q. Was it poſlible for Mr. Peterſon to have heard 
the queſtion put to Mr. Milward by Lord Camelford, 
reſpecting the piſtol being loaded? 

A. I did not hear it myſelf. 

Q. Do you think Mr. Peterſon, if his perſon had 
been arreſted, would have given orders for his people 
to fire? ; 

A. I can not ſay. 


Q. What was the purpoſe of the Perdrix men 
arming ? 


F 


the 


the 


(ar 


A. I imagine to protect the body of Lieutenant 
Peterſon from being put under an arreſt. 

Q. Did they arm by Lieutenant Peterſon's order? 

A. Yes, they did. 

Q. Did Mr. Peterſon come down ſtairs from the 
meſs room with his ſword drawn? 

A. To the beſt of my knowledge he did, as the 
ſword was found lying beſide him drawn, when ſhot. 

Q. liow many men of the Perdrix's do you ſup- 
poſe were under arms? 

A. I can't ſay, they were all on ſhore at the capſtan 
houſe, to the beſt of my knowledge. 

Q. Do you know what number of arms were at 
the capſtan houſe * 

A. I believe all the ſmall arms belonging to the 
ſhip. | 
Q. What quantity of ammunition was on ſhore for 
thoſe arms at the capſtan houſe? 

A. I can't ſay. | 

Q. Was there any? 

A. Xt 

Q. Were the arms prepared in conſequence of 
the alarm, that had been fired on the Ifland ? 

A. I was delivering the letter on ſervice to the 
Commanding Officer of the Favorite, at the time the 
arms were examined ? 

Q. What time of the night was it when you deli— 
vered that letter? 

A. I ſuppoſe about a quarter paſt eight. 

Q. Did Lord Camelford order that the Perdrix 
ſhould take the guard, when you became Commanding 
Officer ? 
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A. Ves, the order was given verbally by Lieutenant 
Parſons of the Favorite on that night to me- previous 
to which Lord Camelford gave me a written order to 
command the Perdrix for the time being. 

Q. What time was the alarm ſignal made? 

A. Before ſun ſet, ſome time. 

Q. Was it di aſe that night ? 

A. No. 

Q. What time of the evening did Lord Camelford 
ſend to Lieutenant Peterſon to hold the Perdrix's ſhip's 
company in readineſs to act with the military? 

A. I don't know. 

Q Did you at any time hear Lieutenant Peterſon 
expreſs his intentions to proceed to extremities with 
Lord Camelford, rather than be arreſted by him, or did 
he uſe any words to that effect in your preſence ? 

A. Never. 

Q. Was there any report of daily progreſs ſent from 


the Perdrix to the ſcaior oſſicer, during your ſtay in 


Engliſh Harbour ? 


A. Only once to Captain Mainwaring of the Babet. 

Q. Did Lord Camelford give any dircctions to 
diſcontinue the guard, after the Babet failed? 

A. No. 


Q. Did he give any order to Linton Peterſon, 


which might indicate his ſuperiority after the ſailing of 
the Babet, and previous to the order. given by him on 
the 13th inſtant? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. What time elapſed, from the ſailing of the Babet, 
till that order was given? 


A. More than four and twenty hours. 
Q. Did 


7 0 


6 


Q. Did Lieutenant Peterſon after the Babet ſailed, 
give any public directions to you, or any of the inferior 
oſhcers, to watch the motions of the Favorite—ſuch as 

hoiſting her enſign, ringing her bell, &c. | 
A. None to me, nor: any that I know of. 
G. Were the {hips enſigns hoiſted at the time of 


ſiring the alarm? 
A. They were not to the beſt of my knowledge. 


Q. As Lieutenant Peterſon gave you to ſuppoſe. 


that he was the ſenior Officer of the harbour, do you 
know of any orders he gave in conſequence of the 
alarm being fired; either for the defence of the ſhips 
or the dock yard ? 

A. No. I carried a letter on ſetvice to the Com- 
manding Officer of the Favorite, the contents of which 
I did not know. 

Q. Was that letter on ſervice to Lord Camelford 
delivered after Mr. Peterſon had received one from 
Lord Camelford? 


A. It was. 

Lord Camelford. Q. At the time the Perdrix's men 
were loading, would you have ventured to have ſtood 
before them for a ſpace of time, ſuppoſing yourſelf to 
have been a ſtranger? 

A. If they had not received orders from their 
officer to fire. 

Q. Do you conceive they would have fired if their 
officer had given orders? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And do you conceive their officer would have 
given orders to fire? 

{Witneſs declined anſwering. F 
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Court cleared. 
Court opened again. The laſt queſtion repeated, 

A. I can't anſwer. 

Q. Where did you ſtand, while the Perdrix's peo- 
ple were arming ! 

A. At the leit-hand fide of the people—at the left 
fide of his Lordſhip. 

Q. Do you conceive, that the marines drawn up 
oppoſite the Perdrix's people, were in danger ? 

A. I can't anſwer. 

Q. Did you ever hear Lieutenant Peterſon expreſs 
his opinion of me, as of a man with whom he differed * 

A. No. 

Q. Did you never hear that we did diſſer? 

A. Not to the belt of my recollection. 

Q. Did I not keep my piſtol levelled at Mr. Pe- 
terſon's breaſt, from the time I firſt ſpoke to him? 

Ac xe | | 

Q. What was your reaſon for telling the people to 
ſtop loading, the moment Licutenant Peterſon tell ? 

A. Knowing that all Lieutenants are my ſuperior 
officers. | 

Q. Did you order the men to ſtop loading before, 
or after you had received orders to that purpoſe, from 
a Lieutenant ? 

A. Before. 

Q. Did not Mr. Piguenit, the Purſer, make ſome 
remarks, at the time Mr. Peterſon's letter to me, was 
read before you in the meſs- room; 

A. The letter was not read before me. — 

Q. Did you not make ſome remarks on the im- 
propricty of ſending it to me? 

A. No. 
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A. No. 

Q. Did any converſation take place between you 
and Mr. Piguenit, reſpecting that letter. 

A. No. | 

Q. Did you not Know the letter you carried to be 
mutinous ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you know the contents of that letter? 

A. No. ; 

Q. To what did you attribute the marines going 
down ſtairs, when they came with Lieutenant Milward, 
to arreſt Mr. Peterſon. 

A. Mr. Piguenit was ſtanding between Mr. Peter- 
ſon and Mr. Milward, when I turned and went to the 
window, and turning round, I obſerved that the ma- 


rines and Mr, Milward had left the meſs-room. 


Q. Did I call to Lieutenant Milward, once or 
twice to come down? _ 

A. I did not hear you call at all. 

Q. Were the arms at all prepared, before you went 
over with the letter ? : 

A. No. | 8 

Court, Q. Had the Perdrix's men their bayonets 
fixed, at the time they were ordered to be armed by 
Lieutenant Peterſon, 

A. As many as had arms. 

Q. When Lieutenant Peterſon fell, had the Per- 
drix's men loaded, or were they loading ? 

A. Some were loaded and ſome loading. 

Q. Which party were ſuperior in number, the Fa- 
vorite's or Perdrix's ? 


A; The 
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A. The Perdrix's. 


Q. You ſaid you conceived it your duty to obey 
the orders of any Lieutenant did you conceive Lord 
Camelford as a Lieutenant? 

A. I did only as a Lieutenant. 

Q. Give your reaſons. 

A. Having heard Lieutenant Peterſon mention, 
Lord Camelford's letters from the Admiral were di- 
rected to Lieutenant Lord Camelford. 

Q. Did you ever ſee any letters addreſſed to Lord 
Camelford, on ſervice, from the Admiral. 

A. No. | | 


Q. Did you know whether Captain Mainwaring 
left the port-orders with the priſoner, as next in com- 
mand, after he failed ? 

A. No. 

Q. How long have you been in the ſervice ? 

A. Nearly live years, 


An atteſted copy of Lonẽů»ùu CAMELFORD's order, from 
Apmiral HARVEY, % command the Favorite, 


@ . 
read, VIZ. 


By Henry Harvey, Eſq. Rear Admiral of 
the Red, and Commander in Chief 
of His Majeſty's ſhips and veſſels em- 


ployed and to be employed at Barba- 


does and the Leeward Iſlands, and in 
the ſeas adjacent.. 


&© CAPTAIN JAMES HANSON, of 
« His Majeſty's ſloop Favorite, having by letter, dated 
ee the 
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te the 12th inſtant, repreſented to Captain Thomas 
« Macnamara Ruſſell, of IIis Majeſty's ſhip the Ven- 
« geance, that from a long and gradual decline, his 
& conititution is ſo much impaired, and his health in 
« ſo very low and languid a ſtate, as to render him 
c unable to do his duty, requeſting (in juſtice to the 
« ſervice and himſelf) that a ſurvey might be held on 
his (tate of health; and Captain Ruſſell (being ſenior 


** 


LA 


c 


© officer at St. Curiſtopher's, at the above period) 


& having directed a ſurvey to be taken on him in 
© conſequence, and the ſurveyors given it as their 
** Opinion, that his immediate removal to a northern 
ce climate. is abſolutely neceſſary for the recovery of 
* his health, and Captain Hanſon having quitted the 
e ſaid loop; 

« YOU are, therefore, hereby required and di- 
< rected to repair on board His Majeſty's ſloop Fa- 
« yorite, and take upon you the charge and command 
« of Commander in her, until further orders, or until 
ce the pleaſure of the Lords Commithoners of the Ad- 
© miralty is known; ſtrictly charging and command- 
« ing all the officers and company of the ſaid ſloop, 
« to behave themſelves jointly and ſeverally in their 
cc reſpective employments, with all due reſpect and 
« obedience unto you, their ſaid Commander; and 
e you likewiſe to obſerve and execute the general 


printed inſtructions, and ſuch orders and directions 


ec as you ſhall, from time to time, receive from me, 
or from any other your ſuperior officer, for His Ma- 


e jeſty's ſervice. Hereof, nor you, nor any of you 


e may fail, as you will anſwer the contrary at your 
* peril; 
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« peril; and for ſo doing, this ſhall be your war- 
© rant. 


& Given on board the Prince of Wales, Fort 
ee * Bay, Martinique, 16th Sept. 1797. 


„ HENRY HARVEY. 


2 


& To Lieutenant the Right Honorable 
« Thomas Lord Camelford, hereby 
& appointed to command His Ma- 
„ zefty's floop Favorite, until further 
ce orders, or until the pleaſure of the 
& Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 


ce rally is known. 


« By Command of the Rear Admiral. 
J. G. BRIGGS,” 


The witneſs ordered to withdraw ; and JAMES GARD. 
NER, Seaman, / the Favorite, called again, 


Court, Q. When Lord Cameliord went down 
ſtairs from his lodgings, did he go out armed ? 
A. No, I could ſee no arms by his fide at all. 


Wiſs ordered to withdranv ; and Mr. SAMUEL Pl. 
GUENIT, Purſer, of the Perarix, called and ſworn, 


Court. Q. Do you know the priſoner ? 
A. I do. 
Q. Did you hear his ; application for a Coutt 
Martial read ? 
A. - Lad; 
Q. Relate to the Court what you know reſpecting 


the circumſtances mentioned in that letter. 
A. On 
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A. On Saturday, the 13th of the preſent month, 
between the hours of eight and ten, I was fitting in 


the Capſtan-houſe of the dock-yard at Antigua, when 


Lieutenant Peterſon received an order from Lord Ca- 
melford, to row guard. Mr. Peterſon returned for 
anſwer, © He was aſtomiihed at his preſumption,” — 
After, a petty oflicer came from his Lordſhip, with a 
verbal order to Mr. Crawiord, Maſter, to put Lieute- 
nant Peterſon under an arreſt, and to take command ; 
to which Lieutenant Peterſon replied, “ He was aſto- 
e niſhed at his preſumption.” — Then Lieutenant Pe- 
terſon wrote a letter to Lord Camelford, and ſent it by 
Mr. Crawford, Maſter of the Perdrix. Mr. Crawford 
returned. —In a few minutes after, Lieutenant Milward 
came from the Favorite, with a party of marines, 


armed, up into the meſs-rooin, to take Lieutenant 


Peterſon by force. Licutenant Peterſon drew his 
ſword, and made a longe at Lieutenant Milward, 
whoſe ſword was drawn alſo.—The marines went down 
immediately, as did Licutenant Milward.-—In the mean 
time, Mr. Peterſon called feveral times from the win— 
dow of the meſs-room, for the Perdrix's to turn out; 


and ſtruck againſt the hulk-head, and called the Gun- 


ner and Boatſwain.—The meſs-room was clear. —l1 
went down ſtairs; when J got about three yards from 
the foot of the ſtairs, I heard ſomebody aſk for Mr. 
Peterſon, which I perceived to be Lord Camelford, — 
Lieutenant Peterſon immediately ſaid, © Here I am, 


„ Sir.“ — Lord Camelford then preſented a piſtol to 


the breaſt of Lieutenant Peterſon, and ſaid, © Do you 
« ſtill perſiſt in diſobeying my orders, Sir. I did 
not ſufficiently underſtand Lieutenant Peterſon's reply. 
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— The piſtol went off, and Lieutenant Peterſon fell ; 5 
dead immediately.—Lord Camelford addrefled the peo- | offic 
ple, and ſaid they had done right, by turning out ac- | that 
cording to their oilicer's command—that he had ſhot and 
him dead for the heighth of mutiny, and ordered Mr. / 
Crawford. Maſter, to diſmiſs the people, which was afte 
cumplied with immediately. Lie 
( 
Lord Camelford's lelter lo Mr, Peterſon, marked No. 1, Pe 
Shewn the witneſs. by 
Q. Is that the letter Mr. Peterſon reccived from nat 
Lord Camelford. | 
A. I is, 
| Cr 
Lieutenant Peterſon's order, in the form, marked No. 2, 
beton. f the 
Q. Is the ſignature to that order, Mr. Peterſon's ! 
Fs SEG 0901. 
Q. Do you know the contents of that letter? 
A. Les, I do, I wrote it. | 
Q. By whoſe order ? 
A. By Lieutenant Peterſon's, who looked over my a 
{noulder and dictated. ul 
Q. Did Licutenant Peterſon receive the letter on 
ſervice, from Lord Camelford, prior to his ſending the te 
letter by Mr. Crawford. 1. 


A. He did. 

Q. Did you at any time hear Lieutenant Peterſon 
give his icalons, for ditobeying Lord Cameliord's i 
orders ? ö 0 

A. Never—but | lcard him ſay in the afternoon, 

he was {cnior officer. 


Q, Did 


** 
5 


— 


1 


| Q. Did you underſtand he meant himſelf ſenior 
officer, becauſe Captain Fahie commanded the thip ; or 
that he only conſidered Lord Camelford a Lieutenant, 
and himſelf ſenior to him on the liſt? 

A. I did not know which were his reaſons, till 
after the letter had paſled, he ſaid he was ſenior 
Lieutenant. | 

Q. You ſay you did not diſtinctly hear Lieutenant 
Peterſon's anſwer, previous to the firing of the piſtol, 
by the priſoner. How far did you ſtand from Licute- 
nant Peterſon ? 

A. About two feet and a half. 

Q. Was you as near to Mr. Peterſon, as Mr. 
Crawford was; 


A, I was rather nearer. Mr. Crawford ſtood on 


the oppoſite ſide. 
Q. Do you know what dreſs Lord Camelford had 


on at that time ? 


A. I do not—did not take notice. 

Q. Did you ever fee him in a Commander's coat? 

A. Never—and had not ſcen Lord Camelford but 
a few times before that, and always in a Licutenant's 
uniform. | 

Q. Did you hear of any diſagreement, which had 
taken place, between the late Licutenant Peterion and 
Lord Cameltord :? 

A. No- am a ſtranger to both parties. 

Q. Did you lee the Perdrix's men armed? 

A. I did not I had not time; but I heard them 
ordered to be armed by Lieutenant Peterſon, 


. For what reaſon did you conceive ? 
H 2 A, TI had 
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A. I had no conception whatever only relate the 
facts. 

Q. At the time did you conceive they were armed, 
in conſequence of the alarm on the iſland, or for what 
reaſon ! . 

A. I had no conception whatever—l heard a noile, 
and went down. 

Q. Did you hear any converſation in the meſs- 
room, between Licutenant Milward and Lieutenant 
Peterſon ! 

A. There was ſomething faid, but I did not under- 
ſtand it. 

Q. Do you know whether Licutenant Peicrſon was 
actuated to reſiſt Lord Camelſord's orders, for private 
pique, for diſaffection to the ſervice, or from miſtaken 
ideas of his being the priſoner's commanding officer? 

A. He ſaid he conſidered himſelf ſenior officer, or 
words to that effect. 

Q. Do you know of any verbal order being ſent by 
Lord Cameltord to Lieutenant Peterſon, to arm the 
Perdrix's ſhip's company ? 

A.. | 

Q. Did you take minutes of any meſſage ſent by 
Lord Camelford to Lieutenant Peterſon, or Mr. Craw- 
ford? 

A. I did once, by the order of Lieutenant Peterſon ? 

Q. Relate what they were. 

A. To Mr. Crawford, to put Lieutenant Peterſon 
under an arreſt, and take the command. 

Q. Did Mr. Peterſon reſiſt that order? 

A. Mr, Peterſon returned for anſwer, He was 
aſtoniſhed at his preſumption.” 
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Q. When Lieutenant Milward, and the marines, 
ſent to arrelt Lieutenant Peterſon, left the meſs-room, 
where were you:? 8 

A. Sitting at one end of the room, at the meſs- 
table, and Mr. Peterſon was at the other, 

Q. What diſtance might that be? 

A. Five, fix, or leven yards, thereabout. 

Q. Do you know the reaſon of their quitting the 
room, without executing the arreſt? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Was vou looking towards the ſtairs ? 

A. No, another way. 

Q. When they went down, what was the behaviour 
of Lieutenant Pri: ſon ? 

A. He followed. 

(). Was he armed? 

A. When I went below, he had his ſword in his 
left hand; in which manner he ſtood before Lord Ca- 
melford, when he anſwered. 

Q. In what poſition did he hold his ſword, and was 
it drawn ? 

A. It was drawn, and the point on the ground. 


Q. When Lieutenant Peterſon anſwered, „ Here 


% am I, Sir,” did he anſwer in a cool reſpectful man- 
ner, or was he agitated by paſſion? ; | 

A. He anſwercd as J in general heard him—ſpoke 
rather rough. 


Q. Did he appcar to you on that evening to be 


ſober ? 


A. Perfectly fo, I thought, —1 never ſaw him other- 
Ways. 


Q. Did 


* 


EN 


Q. Did you b. order the Per- 
drix's to load with ball, and- fix bayonets ? 

A. I did not. 

Q. When the priſoner aſked Lieutenant Peterſon 
if he perſiſted to diſobey his orders, was there time 
ſufficient for his anſwer, before the piſtol was fired? 

A. There was time to ſay, Yes or No,—The piſtol 
was fired very quick. 

Q. Did Lord Camelford repeat the queſtion more 
than once? 

A. Not that I heard. | 

Q. lad it been repeated, was it poſſible for you not 


to have heard it ? 


A. I was near enough. 

(>). Did you hear Lieutenant Peterſon, in the courſc 
of hat evening, or before, expreſs to you, or any per- 
ſon elſe, his determination to reſiſt being arreſted by 
the priſaner's orders, at all hazards, and by force of 
arms; 

A. No. 

. Did you ever hear Lieutenant Peterſon expreſs 
his determination, not to obey the orders of the pri- 
ſoner, or acknowledge his ſuperiority? | 

A. I heard him ſay he was ſenior officer, 

. When the priſoner aſked the deceaſed, if he 
perſiſted to diſobey his orders, did you perceive him 
preſent the piſtol ? 

A. I did. 

Q. Were you examined by Captain Mitford or the 
Coroner, or by both? 

A. I was examined by the Coroner ; and Captain 
Mittord aſked me ſome queſtions, which I anſwered. 
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Q. Was Captain Mitford preſent, when the Co- 


roner's inqueſt was taken? 

A. I don't recollect that he was. 

Q. Did you, to the Coroner's inqueſt, or to Cap— 
tain Mitford, inſinuate, that the event aroſe from any 
prior diſagreement, between the deceaſed and the pri- 
ſoner? | 

A. It was generally ſaid, they diſagreed when in 
the Favorite; but I do not recollect having ſaid fo, to 
the Coroner or Captain Mitford. 


Court cloſed. 
Court opened. IT itneſs ordered in again. 


Lord Camelford, Q. Was you in the meſs- room at 
the time Lieutenant Peterſon's letter,, wrote by your- 
ſelf, was delivered to Mr, Crawford, Maſter ? 

„ 

Q. Was he acquainted with the contents of that 
letter ? | 

A. I don't know that he was. 

Q. Were any parts of that letter made public, in 
luis preſence ? 

A. The copy of the letter laid on the meſs-room 
table, but whether he read it, or not, I don't know. 

Q. Did you ever ſay to Captain Mitford, or the 
Coroner, that it was by ſome people thought that J had 
taken the ſteps I did, from private malice to Licutcnant 
Peterſon, or words to that effect? 

A. I don't recollect that I did; but it was faid, 
they did not agree. 
. Did you ever mention that, to Captain Mitford © 


A. Captain 


— 


( 56 9 

A. Captain Mitford aſked me the circumſtances 
that happened, but my recolle&ion wil! not allow me 
to ſay politively the particulars of our converſation. 

Q. Did Captain Mitford ever enter into the ſubject 
with you, with ſufficient detail to enable him to form a 
true and impartial opinion ? 

A. He aſked me a number of qucitions reſpecting 
the buſineſs, 

Q. Did he requeſt you to ſtate to him fully, and 
upon reflection, every thing you knew relating to it, or 
words to that ciicct? 

A. I don't recollect that he did. —What paſled, I 
conſidered as matter of converſation, 

Q. Now long was Lieutenant Milward in the room, 
from the time he firſt came up, to the time he went 
down? _ | 

A. A few minutes. 

Q. Did I keep my piſtol preſented to Lieutenant 
Peterſon, the whole time I was ſpeaking to him? 

A. Tou did. 

Q. Vas the queſtion I made uſe of to Lieutenant 
Peterſon. very nearly as follows: “ Do you refuſe, do 
you {till perſiſt in refuſing to obey my orders?“ 


** obeying my orders?“ 

Q. At the time I ſhot Lieutenant Peterſon, were 
the Perdiix's men loading, or were they already 
loaded ? | 

A. I don't know, I was juſt come down ſtairs, and 
1 was to the left hand ſide of them. | 

Q. Did you imagine from the ſuggeſtion of the 
moment, that the Perdrix's men were about to fire? 


A. I had 


A. TI heard the words, Do you ſtill perſiſt in diſ- 
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A. TI had not a ſuggeſtion of the buſineſs. 

Q. Do you recollect the arms of the Perdrix being 
got ready for ſervice, and the time at which they were 
got ready? © 


A. I do not. 
Q. Did you ever know two centries armed with 


muſquets and bayonets to be placcd at the ſtairs of your 


meſs-room ? 
A. Not till J went down ſtairs on the evening of 
the 135th. 
Q. Did you ever hear the orders they at that time 
* 


received ? 


A. I did not. 
A. Do you conceive the Perdrix's would have fired 
when their pieces were loaded ? 
A. T had no opinion on the ſubject. 
Q. Would you have ventured to have ſtood before 


em any time (had you been a ſtranger) at the moment 


of Lieutenant Peterſon's death ? 
A. Had I been a ſtranger, I ſhould not. 


Iitneſs ordered to withdraw, and Mr. GEORGE | 


IRELAND, Clerk of the Perdiix, called and ſworn, 

Court. Q. Do vou Enow the priſoner ?- 

A; Ido. 

Q. Have you heard his application for a Court Mar- 
tial read? 

A. I have. 

Q. Relate to the Court what you know reſpeQing 
the circumſtances mentioned in that letter ? 

A. On the evening of the 13th of the preſent month, 


about eight o'clock, Lieutenant Peterſon fent for me 
© I a into 
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into the meſs-room, where he reſided, and ordered me 
to make out a liſt of every man in the ſhip, that was 
able to bear arins, and deliver it to Mr. Maddocks, 
Mate of the Perdrix; I made it out, and preſented it 
to Mr, Maddocks; Mr, Maddocks ſaid he was very 
buſy; he would thank me to take it to Lieutenant 
Peterſon. I accordingly did, and came away to the 
room where I meſſed. Some little time afterwards I 
heard the Armourer called for, and his orders were, to 
give every man in rotation, as they came up, a mul- 
quet, bayonet, cartouch-box and cutlaſs. Every man 
preſent, I believe, received the tame; ſome were ab- 
lent out ol the yard, aud {ome ſtraggling about it.— 
Some little time atterwards they returned their arms, 
and the orders from Mr. Maddocks were to keep them 
in readineſs when called for. About nine o'clock, to 
the beſt of my recollection, a woman, by name Mary 


Oſterman, came into our meſs-room, and ſaid, that 


Lord Camelford had ſent Mr. Milward, with a party of 
marines, to arreſt Mr. Peterſon, With that I got up, 
and aſked the Boatſwain and Gunner if they knew any 
thing of the bufineſs; they ſaid “ No.” TI immedi- 


ately after that heard a general cry of “Men arm your- 


5 


* ſelves:“ and accordingly I ſaw the men flocking up 
ſtairs. Upon that I went out of the room to that where 
the arms were depoſited: I ſaw ſome with, and ſome 
without arms. —Thoſe that had arms were making the 
beſt of their way down ſtairs.—I went with the croud 
down ſtairs; when I came into the yard, I ſirſt heard 
my Lord Camelford's voice, and immediately after ſaw 
him walking towards Lieutenant Peterſon's meſs-room, 
calling out for Mr. Milward, and deſiring him to deſiſt, 
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and bring his marines with him. Mr. Milward came 
down ſtairs with the marines, who walked with his 
) ; lordſhip towards the wharf. —His lordſhip men- 
* tioned ſomething to Mr. Milward, and 1 have to 
believe, and fincerely do believe it was this; © Mr. 


« Milward, go to Mr. Parſons, and tell him to arm 
ce all the people, and ſend them over here as ſoon as 
„e poſlible.”—His lordſhip then hailed the Favorite, 
aſter ſpeaking to Mr, Milward, what the converſation 
was I don't know, and told Mr. Parſons to ſend the 
people over as ſoon as poſſible: his lordſhip then walked 
towards the capſtan-houſe, but before he got there, he 
turned round, and went towards Mr. Milward and 
ſpoke to him; I ſaw Mr. Milward put his hand into 
his pocket, and give his lordſhip ſomething, what it 
was I know not : his Lordſhip immediately walked to- Þ 
wards the Capſtan houſe. —As his Lordſhip was walk- ji 
ing there, I heard Mer. Peterſon's voice on the ſtairs. | 
When he came into the yard he ſaid, Where are the | 
„ Perdrix's, are you all here?” Some one replied, F 
« Here we are, Sir.” Lieutenant Peterſon replied, 


Prime and load, and ſupport your commanding offi- "2 
cer.“ — Lord Camelford cried out, “ Where is Mr. 4 
; © Peterſon ? Some one anſwered, © Here he is, Sir.“ # 
% 2» 


Lord Camelford cried out a ſecond time, «Where is 
«© Mr. Peterſon ?” Mr. Peterſon anſwered, <* Here J 
bam, Sir.” Lord Camelford then aſked him if he 
meant to obey his orders; Mr. Peterſou replied, © No, 
„ will not.“ Lord Camelford immediately on that 
brought his right hand, which was hanging down by 
his right fide, up, and preſented a piſtol to Lieutenant 
Peterſon's left breaſt, and diſcharged it. Upon that 


1 | Lord 


199 
Lord Camelford ſtepped on one ſide and ſaid, “ have 


» 


& ſhot that man for mutiny,“ and immediately after 


cried out, „Mr. Milward ſupport me with the ma- 


* 


ce rines;” Mr. Milward ordered the Serjeant to fol, 
low him with the marines, and Ms lordſhip went away 
with them. * 

Q. In the liſt of armed men ydu made out, he 
many were there? 

A. Between thirty and forty. . 

Q. And did you ſuppoſe they were ordered for the 
purpoſe of manning the batteries? 

A. I dig. 

Q. At the time the priſoner ſhot Lieutenant Peter- 
ſon, did he apparently head the armed men of the Per— 
drix, or was he in another part of the yard ? 

A. He ſtood at the head of them. 

Q. At what diilance was he from them * 

A. I can ſay within five yards, 

Q. Was Lieutenant Peterſon armed, and if he was 
armed, how was it? | 

A. I did not ſce any arms in his hand; after he was 
ſhot, I ſaw his {word ſheathed, about two yards from 
his corpſe. - | 

G. Do you know at what time the ſignal of alarm 
was made: FEY | 

A. I cannot charge my memory, but at the time 
this accident happened, I know the alarm was not dil- 
charged. 

Q. Was the order for the Perdrix's people to arm 
ſubſequent to the intimation you had that Lieutenant 
Milward was ſent to arreſt Lieutenant Peterſon ? 
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> = A. It was while Licutenant Milward was in tlie 

r ' meſs-room. 

"*- Q. Was there any ſecond alarm made on the Iſland 

- > which could have made Licutenant Peterſon call out 

y ; © prime and load, and ſupport your officers.” 

A. None to my knowledge, 

* Q. Did you ſuppeſe that in conſequence of Lieu- 
tenant Peterſon's being in apprehenſion his perſon was 
in danger of arreſt, the men were called to prime and 

- load and ſupport their oilicer ? 


A. | did not Know that Lieutenant Peterſon was in 
any ſuch danger, but from the information I received 


from the woman betore mentioned. 
- Q. When Lieutenant Peterſon anſwered “ here [ 
| « am, Sir,” did he antfv-r in a cool reſpecttul manner, 
or was he agitated by pailion ? 
A. When Lord Camcl!ord propoled the queſtion, 
| he roſe upon his toes, then ſunk upon his heel, and 
; with his hands on his hips, faid © here | am, Sir.“ 
Q. You have already ſtated to the court that the 
= priſoner's next queſtion to the deceaſed was, if he 
l J perſiſted in difobeying his orders—Was that queſtion 
| repeated? 
i A. No, it was not. | 
2 Q. From the time of its being aſked till you ſaw the 
flaſh, how long was 1t ? 
= A. As quick as a piſtol could be diſclfarged when 
brought from the fide of a man. 
Q. Do you mean to ſay that you did not diſtinctly 
. hear the anſwer of the deceaſed, before you ſaw the 


flaſh ? 
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A. I have ſaid before, that I heard Lieutenant Pe- 
terſon anſwer, ** No, I will not.” | 

Lord Camelſord. Q. Did you hear the voice of the 
deceaſed giving directions to his men, before I received 
the ſomething you ſpeak of from Mr. Milward, 

A. No. 6 

Q. Are you poſitive that if he had given directions, 
you ſhould have heard them ? 

A. Tes. 

Q. How long had you been out of the meſs- room 
at the ti me the deceaſed fell? 

A. It might be about half an hour, not more. 
Q. How long was it from the time of the general 
cry © To arms,” till the time Lieutenant Peterſon fell 

A. Much about the ſame time. 

Q. Did the people arm themſelves before the gene- 
ral cry of To arms?“ 

A. No. 


id. 


Q. Where was you at the time the cry took place?, 


A. In the further part of the loſt. 


Q. How long had the people been drawn up when 


Lieutenant Peterſon fell ? 

A. I cannot fay, for they were in very great diſ- 
order. 

Q. How long was it from the time Lieutenant Pe- 
terlon firſt addreſſed the people when drawn up in the 
'yard, to the time he fell? 

A. About five minutes, 

Q. Did I walk ſtrait to Lieutenant Peterſon from 
Lieutenant Milward, at the time I ſhot him? 

A. Lord Camelford walked towards the Capſtan- 
houſe, calling out for Mr, Peterſon ; whether he walked 
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in the direction for Mr. Peterſon or not, I cannot 
ſay. 

Q. What was the elapſed time between my leaving 
Mr. Milward, and joining Lieutenant Peterſon ? 

A. Not more than five minutes. 

Court. Q. What diſtance were the parties from each 
bother? 

A. About twenty yards. 

Lord Cameiford. Q. Did I ever ſtop in my progreſs 
walking from Lieutenant Milward to Lieutenant Pe- 
terſon? 

A. Ile did ſtop, but it was momentary. 

Q. How long was I ſpeaking to Licutenant Peter- 
ſon, from the time J firſt addreſſed him till he fell. 

A. Lord Camelford put the queſtion, * If he would 
* obey his orders; —Lieutenant Peterfon replied, 
« No, I will not: and immediately Lord Camelford 
hot him. 

Q. Who did you underſtand was meant by Lieu— 
tenant Peterſon, when he told his men to ſupport their 
commanding officer? 


A. Himſelf. 


—B CESS 


Q. Did K Farike you at the time, that the Perdrix's 
men would have fired as ſoon as they were ready? 

A, No, it did not, Sir; for I was ſtanding immediately 
behind his Lordſhip unarmed, and certainly ſhould 
not have ſtood in that ſituation, had I any thought of 
ſuch a thing taking place. 
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Q. Were the people loading or loaded at the time 
Lieutenant Peterſon fell? 

A. I ſaw no man loading, therefore cannot pretend 
to ſay, whether they were loaded or not. 

Q. Did you hear any noiſe of loading? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. Do you belicve they were at that time loaded or 


A. I cannot poſitively ſay. 

Q. Were the people drawn up and armed ? 

A. Some were, I cannot tell what number.—Thoſc 
that were drawn up, were all armed. 


IWitueſs ordered to withdraw; and ALEXANDER 
TAYLOR, Seaman, of the Perdrix, called and 
ſworn, 

Q. Do you know the priſoner ? 
. 
Q. Lave you heard his application for a Court 

Martial read ? 

. 

Q. Where were you when Lieutenant Peterſon 
fell ? 

A. About three yards from his Lordſhip. 

Were you armed ? 

Tes. ; 

By what orders ? 

By Lieutenant Peterſon's. 

For what purpoſe ? ＋ 

To go in the guard boat at eight o'clock. 

At what time were you armed? 


e 


A. At 
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A. At half paſt ſeven o' clock. 

Q. Where was you from halt paſt ſeven, till the 
time of Lieutenant Peterſon's death ? 

A. In the Capſtan-houſe, except when I went acroſs 
the water with the Maſter, 

Q. Did you take your arms with you ? 

A. Yes, I did, and when I returned, all hands were 
called to muſter, | 

Q. Relate to the Court what paſſed after your 
return, 

A. Every man got a muſquet, bayonet, and car- 
touch box. Then we were drawn up into rank, inſide 
the Capſtan-houſe. Lieutenant Peterſon viewed ↄvery 
man's muſquet.— He ſaid ſome were not fit tor ſervice, 
and others were got in their room. —Then afterwards 
we were ordered to have our muſquets ready at a mi- 
nute's warning. — Then I went and laid down in my 
hammock, with my arms alongſide of me. About half 
paſt nine o'clock, I heard a buſtle up ſtairs, but what 
it was I did not know. —DireQly the Boatſwain's 
Mate piped all hands to arms in an inſtant, and draw 
yourſelves up in front of the Capſtan-houſe ; at which 
we were all amazed. — Some perſon aſked where we 


going.—Others ſuppoſed that enemy's boats were come 
into Falmouth Bay.—With that Mr. Peterſon called 


out, © Perdrix's.” — Then his Lordſhip aſked, < Where 


« is Mr. Peterſon ?'—Some perſon anſwered, © Here 
© he is.” —His Lordſhip called again,.“ Where is 
« Mr. Peterſon ?“ —““ Here J am, Sir,” ſaid he, 
coming out from the Capſtan-houſe. —Then his Lord- 
ihip turned ſhort round and faid, “ Will you obey my 
orders, or not.“ —He inſtantly ſaid, I will not.” 
K — The 
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— The inſtant he made this reply (his Lordſhip had a 
piſtol in his hand) and ſhot him dead on the ſpot.— 
His Lordſhip ſaid, “ Mr. Milward, I have ſhot Mr. 
„ Peterſon for mutiny, aſſiſt me with the marines.“— 
Then hailing the Favorite, he told the commanding 
officer to get every man under arms. He immediately 
then called Mr. Crawford. Mr. Crawford anſwered, 
6 Here, Sir.“ — His Lordſhip aſked him, * Will you 
« obey my orders ?”—He ſaid, *I will, Sir.” His 
Lordihip ſaid, ** Diimiſs your pcople, let them return 


their arms, and go into the Capſtan-houſe.“ —Upon 


which I went in. 
Q. Were you ever ordered to load your pieces? 
Yes. 3 
By whom ? 
I really did not know. 
Did you load in conſequence ? 
Yes, with ball cartridge. 
Were you loaded, or were you in the act ot 
loading, at the time of Lieutenant Peterſon's death ? 
A. In the act of loading. 
Q. Did Lieutenant Peterſon call out, ſtand by? 
A. I did not hear him. 
Q. Were the bayonets fixed before Lieutenant Pe- 
terſon fell? 
Yes. 


O O 


By whoſe orders? 

By Mr. Peterſon's, 

Was you aſked if you were ready ? 

Yes—and the Gunner's Mate anſwered, “ Ves.“ 
Was any guard boat ſent off at eight o'clock * 


A. No--at halt pait ten, the guard boat went. 
Q. Did 
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Q. Did you ever hear the order given, “Prime 
© and load, and ſupport our officer?“ 

A. I did not—it might have been given, but I did 
not hear it. | 

Q. Did you ever hear any reaſon aſſigned, why 
you were drawn up in front of the Capſtan-houlſe ? 

A. No. 

Q. At what time did you firſt hear of the alarm 
being given on the iſland ? 

A. Between eight and ten in the forenoon. 

Q. And at what time were the orders given, in 
conſequence of that alarm, to prepare the arms ? 

A. There was nothing done in conſequence, that I 
know of. 

Q. Did any ſecond alarm reach your ears, between 
that time in the morning and eight o'clock at night ? 

A. None, 

Lord Camelford. Q. Did you belong to the boat 
that carried Mr. Crawford acroſs the water? 

. 
Q. Were the boat's crew armed? 
A. None but myſelf. 
Q. By whoſe orders were you armed ? 

A. By Mr. Peterſon's, to join the guard boat. 

Q. Did Mr. Peterſon order you to take your arms 
at that time ? 

A. No, I was ſtanding by the boat, and Mr, Craw- 
ford ordered me into her. 

Q. Did you hear me call to Mr. Milward, when 
he was in the meſs-room, to deſiſt and come down with 
the marines ? 


- 
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A. No. 

Q. Did you hear me call the Perdrix's, to endea- 
vour to ſpeak to them? 

A. I did not. 

Q. Did you ever hear any of your ſhnipmates ſay 
they had had heard it:? 

A. No. 

Q. Had you not received orders to load with ball 
cartridge, before J went up to Lieutenant Peterſon ? 

A. As he was coming out of the houſe, I heard the 
orders given ; but I can't ſwear the orders were given 
by him. 

Q. When Mr. Peterſon came out from behind the 


ſcreen, which way was I facing ? 


A. One fide towards the Capſtan- houſe, 

Q. Did I hold the piſtol to Lieutenant Peterſon's 
breaſt, all the time I was ſpeaking to him? 

A. I cannot tell, I was not looking that way at the 
time, | 

Court, Q. As a man, who has been taught the uſe 
of arms, would you have fired with orders from Licu— 
tenant Peterſon, or would you have fired had you ſeen 
him ſeized ? 

A. I would not have fired without orders—if I had 
received orders from Lieutenant Peterſon, I ſhould have 
fired, thinking it my duty. 

Q. Was Lieutenant Peterſon armed ? 

A. I did not ſee any about him. 


Witneſs ordered to withdraw, and the Court adjourned Hi 


Tueſday morning, half paſt ſeven, 
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Half paſt ſeven, Tueſday morning, 23d January, Court 


met. 


WILLIAM THOMPSON, Seaman, of the Perdrix, 
called and ſworn, 


Q. Do you know the priſoner ? 

8. 

Q. Have you heard his application for a Court 
Martial, read? 

„ 

Q. Relate to the Court what you know reſpecting 
the circumſtances mentioned in that letter. 

A. About eight o'clock in the evening of Saturday 
the 13th inſtant, Richard Parkinſon, Boatſwain's Mate, 
and John Oliver, Ship's Corporal, ſung out, that all the 
Perdrix's who were able to bear arms, ſhould imme— 
diately muſter and get arms; and as ſoon as we got 
arms, we were to fall in, inſide the Capſtan-houſe, and 
Mr. Peterſon, our officer, was to inſpect our arms,— 
Accordingly, when we had drawn up in a ſort of line, 
Mr. Peterſon came to the right of us, and ordered each 
man to © Open pans,“ as he came along, that he might 
examine the lock, to ſee if it was clean. — After over- 
hauling us in this manner, he defired each of us to 
take the pieces into our own cuſtody. —Then imme- 
diately orders were given, to give them to the ar- 
mourer, but only the arms were to be in ſuch readi- 
nels, that we might get them at a minute's warning.— 
Accordingly, about an hour and half after I had 
turned 
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turned in, I heard a buſtle immediately above me, 
where the officers meſſed. After I had liſtened a few 
minutes, I heard Richard Parkinſon, Boatſwain's Mate, 
call out for all the Perdrix's to go get their arms im- 
mediately, backed by Oliver. When i got my arms, 
we were ordered to draw up in front of the Capſtan- 
houſe..—Accordingly, when a few of us were drawn up, 
I being nearly to the left, heard Mr. Peterſon call out, 
under the Capſtan-houſe, © Where are the Perdrix's.” 
— Some perſon anſwered, „ They are drawn. up mn 
© front of Capſtan-houſe.“ The next thing that I 
heard, was Lord Camelford's voice, at a diſtance, calling 
out, © Where is Mr. Peterſon.” — The next thing 1 
heard, was Mr. Peterſon's voice, coming out from un- 
der the Capſtan-houſe, and gave orders to“ Prime and 
© load.” The next I perceived, was Lord Camelford 
come up right to him, within about rather more than 
arm's length, and demanded of Mr. Peterſon, if he 
would comply with his orders, or ſomething to that 
purpoſe, The anſwer Mr. Peterſon made, was “ No, 
* Sir, I will not.” —Inſtantly Lord Camelford ſhot him 
dead on the ſpot, Then the next thing, after a ſhort 
ſtop or pauſe, Lord Camelford ſeemed to addreſs the 
Perdrix's, and ſaid ſomething to this purpoſe : * I have 
*« thot your officer for downright mutiny; and as I am 
* chief commander in this harbour, of courſe your 
ce officer.” — Then he went a little diſtance and called, 
Mr. Milward, “ Come up and ſupport me with the 
“ marines.” — Then he ſaid to the Perdrix's, ©* You did 


right in obeying your officers orders, in getting armed; 
cc 


© orders.” 
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therefore, as I am vour officer, you are to obey my 
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© orders.” — Then ordered us to diſmiſs, and put our 
arms aſide.— He was backed by Mr. Crawford, who 
gave us the ſame orders. 

Lord Camelford, Q. Did Lieutenant Peterſon order 
the men to load before, or after I had called for 
him? | 

A. I heard lum before. 

Q. Were the people loading when I addreſſed them? 

A. I had already loaded—lume were loading —I 
obſerved that. 

Q. It Lieutenant Peterſon had ordered you to fire, 


would you have obeyed that order! 


A. I certainly would. 

Q. If Lieutenant Peterſon had ordered you to do 
one thing, and I had ordered you to do another, who 
would you have obeyed * 

A. I certainly would have obeyed Mr. Peterſon's 
order, as I conſidered him my officer. 

Q. Did you know at the moment Lieutenant Pe- 
terſon fell, againſt whom you were turned out? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. What diſtance were you from me at the time ? 

A. Not exceeding three yards, and not leſs than 
two. | 

Q. Did you ſee my piſtol levelled at Lieutenant Pe- 
terſon's breaſt, ail the time I was ſpeaking to him ? 

A. 1 did not ſec it levelled at all, it was ſo in- 
ſtantaneous. 5 

Q. Did you hear me call the Perdrix's, before 
Licutenant Peterſon came down ? 


A. No, I did not. 
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Court. Q. You have ſaid, that had Mr. Peterſon 
given you orders (» fire, you would have fired; who 
was oppolcd to you at that time ? 

A. IIa a few men drawn up before us, but did 
not know who they were; but ſhould have fired at 
them, if 1 had received orders from Lieutenant Pe- 
terſon ? 

Q. What number of men were under arms, at the 
time Lieutenant Peterſon fell? | 

A. Not above ten drawn up, but about thirty or 
forty armed, who were falling in and joſtling one ano- 
ther, in a little confuſion. 

Q. Where was Lord Cameltord at that time? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Did you know Lord Camelford was on the ſpot, 
before the death of Lieutenant Peterſon ? 

A. Yes, I knew he was, becauſe I heard his voice, 

Q. You have ſaid you would have obeyed Lieu— 


tenant Peterſon ;—had you ſeen Lord Cameltord in a 


Commander's coat, would you then have obeved his 
orders, in preference to Lieutenant Peterſon's. 

A. I would have obeyed Lord Camelford.—I con- 
ceived Lord Camelford as an inferior oſficer.—I had 
been told ſo in converſation in the yard. 

Lord Camelſord. Q. Did you hear me call Lieu- 
tenant Milward down from the meſs-room ? 

A. T did not. | : 

Q. Did you ever hear the ſentries, at that time at 


the mels-room door, ſay what orders they were acting 
under, at the time? 


A. Never. 
a. If 
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G. If Lieutenant Peterſon had given the word 
& Fire,” would you have fired, and at what? 

A. I ſhould not have known, unleſs he had told me 
what to fire at. 

Q. At what diſtance was that body of men from 
you? 

A. About as far as I could pitch a ſtone. 

Q. Did you know thole men to be marines ? 

A. No, I did not. | 

Q. Do you know there was an order exiſting from 
me, to put Lieutenant Peterſon under arreſt ! 


A; NO, 


Hitueſs ordered to withdraty ; and GEORGE KILLET, 
| Seaman, of the Perdrix, called and feworn, 

Q. Do you know the priſoner ? 

en | 

Q. Have you heard his application for a Court- 
Martial read ? 

8 | 95 

Q. Was you placed as centinel at the meſs-room 
door, in the Capſtan-houfc, on the evening of the 13th 
inſtant, and at what time ? 

A. TI was, between eight and nine o'clock. 

Q. What were your orders? 

A. Jo let no man or officer up, without leave from 
the commanding officer, Mr. Peterlon, 


Q. What do you know of the cvcnts of that even- 


ing ? | 

A. When I was ſentry, Mr. Milward and ſome 
marines were coming up to the door, and called out, 
Who is that,” —“ Sentry,” I anſwered, —*« Can I go 


L up 
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« up here,“ he ſaid. —I ſaid, © No, not without an order 


« from the commanding officer.” We ſent a ſervant 


up to Lieutenant Peterſon, who ſaid, yes, he might go 
up.—Immediately he called the marines up after.— 
Afterwards Lord Camelford came up to the door, and 
called for Mr. Milward. He came down, and the ma- 
rines came after him, and walked away a little from the 
door ; and then Mr. Peterſon came down, and walking 
through the Capſtan-houſe, called out, ** Perdrix's, 
© turn out.'— Some one anſwered him, Here we 
* are.—Then he went out and called, “ Prime and 
load.“ —Immediately after Lord Camelford came up 
to him, and aſked Mr. Peterſon, Will you obey my 
ec orders.”-—He anſwered, © No, I will not.” — Then 


he took the piſtol (I don't know where he had it) and 


ſhot him dead upon the fpot—Immediately after, turned 
round and called out, Mr. Milward, aſſiſt me ith the 
« marines.” He then went and hailed the fnip, and 
ordered. Mr. Parſons to get all the marines under 
arms,—Then he came back and called Mr. Crawford, 
and ſaid, © Mr. Crawford, I deſire you to difmiſs theſe 
« people, and put by their arms.“ Mr. Crawford ſaid, 


„ Certainly, Sir, I ſhall obey your orders.” —Then 


Lord Cameltord ſaid, “J have ſhot that man for mu— 
tiny, therefore, I would have you to diſmiſs.” — 
Therefore it was done. 

Lord Camelford, Q. In the orders you received as 
ſentry, not to let any one pals, were your own officers 
and men included ? 

R. Nes. | 

Q. Did you hear me call the Perdrix's ſhip's com- 
pany frequently ? 

A. No, 
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A. No, I did not. 

Q. Did your hear me call Licutenant Milward 
down ? 

A. Tes. 

Q. From the place where you ſtood, muſt you have 
heard me, if I had called the Perdrix's ? 

A. If the people had heard, I muſt have heard. 

Q. Did I keep the piſtol levelled at Mr, Peterſon's 
breaſt, while I was ſpeaking to him ? 
A. I can't ſay, I did not ſee it. | 
Did 1 alter my poſition when I fired? 

did not ſee. 

Should you have ſeen it if I had? 

No, it was too dark. 

Were you in the ranks? 

No. 

When Liefffenant Peterſon came down ſtairs, 
did you underſtand the eauſe of the diſturbance ? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. When Lieutenant Peterſon came down ſtairs, 
and ordered the Perdrix's to load and fix their 
bayonets, what did you underſtand was the cauſe 
of it? | 

A. I could not imagine. 

Q. Did you know it was to oppoſe the marines of 
the Favorite, then drawn up? 

A. I ſaw them both, but did not underſtand what it 
was for. 

Q. Did you hear the calls of Lieutenant Peterſon, 
when up ſtairs? 

A, No, I did not hear—lI heard a noiſe, 
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Q. Did you hear Lieutenant Peterſon call out to 
the Perdrix's, to arm themſelves, or to turn out, or 
words to that effect? 

A. T heard him call for the Perdrix's to turn out, 
after he came down, not before. 

Q. Was you relieved before Lieutenant Peterſon 
was killed; 

A. I was not. 

Q. Was your piece loaded with ball, when Lieu- 
tenant Milward: came to you? 

A. Tes, it was. 

Court. Q. Did you fee Lieutenant Peterſon diſ- 
tinctly, when he came down ſtairs ? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Was he armed, and how? 

A. He had a {word {heathed in bis left hand. 

Q. Are you politive it was fheathed ? 

A. I am certain it was, when he paſſed me. 

Q. Did you obſerve him draw, or attempt to draw, 
previous to the report of the piltol ? 


A. No, I did not. 


Lord Cameiford, QW Did vou go up to Lieutenant 
Peterſon direQly after he fell? 


A. No, I did not. 

Q. Do you recollect ever ſeeing Lieutenant Peter— 
ſon's ſword drawn 7 | 

A. No, I never ſaw a ſword with him before. 


IV itneſs ordered to withdraw; and Mr. MILWARD 
| called up again. 
Court, Q. To your knowledge, had any difference 


upon ſervice ariſen, between the priloner and Lieute- 
nant 
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* nant Pcterſon, previous to his act of diſobedience on. 
the 13th ? 


A. Tes. 
. Q. Did you know of any private or public quarrel, 
between the priſoner and the deceaſed, after the latter 
1 quitted the Favorite, till the evening of the 13th? 


A. I did not. 
Q. Did you, during the time you was acting Lieu- 
- tenant in the Favorite, ever hear Lieutenant Peterſon 
doubt the authority of Lord Camelford to command 
him ? 
A. Not while he belonged to the Favorite. 
Q. Did you ever acquaint the priſoner, that you had 


— 
heard the deceaſed queſtion his ſuperiority ? 


A. Never did. 

Lord Camelford. Q. Did you ever hear me com- 
plain, after Lieutenant Peterſon left the Favorite, of his 
miſconduct, in allowing the private and parole 1ignals 
to be expoſed for public inſpection, during nearly one 
tortnight, at the time I lay wounded, and unable to 
diſcharge my own duty; and have you heard me ex- 
preſs an intention of bringing Lieutenant Peterſon to a 
Court Martial, for the above act of neglect ? 

A. I have, 

Q. Had I been abſent, and the command of the 
* party had devolved upon you, with ſtrict charge to 
A avoid bloodſhed, would you have allowed them to re- 
main on the ground they ſtood on, when Lieutenant 
Peterſon fell, ſuppoſing your honor not implicated in 
returning ? 

A. I would not. 


2 
nel 


Q. For 


„ 
Q. For what reaſon? 
A. Knowing my inferiority. 


IWitneſs ordered to withdraw ; and SErJEANT LEACH- 
LAND called again, 


Q. You ſay you was on board, when Lord Camel. 
ford took command of the Favorite, that you heard his 
order read, and that Lieutenant Peterſon was preſent— 
Where was it! 

A. At St. Kitts. 

2. Who gave the order to Lord Camelford? 

A. Captain Ruſſell, of the Vengeance. 

Q. Was that the only order you ever heard read? 
A. Tes. 


WWitneſs ordered to withdraw; aud Cor onAL BUN. 
KIN called again. 


Q. You ſay you was on board, when Lord Camel- 
melford took command of the Favorite, that you heard 
his order read, and that Lieutenant Peterſon was pre- 
ſent—Where was it? 

A. At St. Kitts. 

Q. Who gave the order to Lord Camelford ? 

A. The Captain of the Vengeance, I don't rightly 
know his name. 

Q. Was that the only order you « ever 1 read! 

A. Tes. 


Witneſs ordered to withdraw; and JAMES GARD .- 
NER called again. 


Q. Relate to the Court, the manner in which the 
priſoner approached the deceaſed, Lieutenant Peterſon, 
when he ſhot him. 


A. Walked 


> og . 


CO! 


tb 


1. 


. 


(793 


A. Walked up ſtrait to him, with his arm hanging 
down, and aſked him the firſt time, whether he would 
obey his orders, in that poſition. —lHe then preſented a 
piſtol, and aſked him a ſecond time. Mr. Peterſon re- 
plied, “ No, I will not.” —His Lordſhip that minute 
ſhot him. | 

Lord Camelford, Q. When firſt you heard Lieu- 
tenant Peterſon call out, out of the window, how far 
was you off from the Capſtan-houſe ? 

A. Between eighteen and twenty yards. 

Q. From the manner in which, he called, how far 
could you have heard him? 

A. Twice the diſtance, I could have heard the 
words very plain. 

Q. Is it poſſible, that a man, not deaf, could ſtand 
at the foot of the Capſtan-houſe meſs- room ſtairs, and 
not have heard Lieutenant Peterſon call out? 

A. I ſhould think it a thing impoſſible. 


IV itneſs ordered to withdraw; and the Preſideus informed 
the Priſoner, that the proſecution on the part of the Crown 
was cloſed; and requeſted to know when he would be 
prepared with his defence, He begged to be indulged 
until eleven o'clock, to-morrow, and to have the minutes 
taken by the Judge Advocate. On which the Court 
cleared, and when again opened, which was about half 
an hour, he was informed the requeſt could not be com- 
plied with, but he might have any parts of the minntes 
read over, — He requeſted, that Mr. Milward's, Mr. 
Ireland's, and Mr. Crawford's evidence, or parts 
therecf, might be read, which was done; and the Court 
adjourned until eleven o'clock, the next morning, 


Eleven 


_— — . SE. - 
— - - = — 


— . 
— | + = 


_ = — — — 


— — — 
— 


v — 
2 — ce — 
= > — — 


— — — 


« bel 
— — 


— * 


— 
— - 
— — — — 


” 
— 


— — —— 


— 
—— — 


— 
= 
— — 


. — — — 


— ants —— 
—— — — 


> 
— — T=ECI 
— 


1 0 


Eleven o'clock, Wedneſday, 24th January, 1798, Court 
met, 


LORD CAMELFORD read his defence, included in 


the paper marked No. 3, and then proceeded in his de- 
fence verbally as follows, viz, 


* The evidence of the Clerk, fo ſtrongly did perjury 
tc appear in every part of it, obliged the Court, out of 
© humanity to the evidence, to put a ſtop to my quel- 
& tions. — Before, however, that was done, I had 
« brought him to declare, that from the time I firlt 
ce received the piſtol, to the time of my making uſe of 
te it, was five minutes. Now, I think, it may be al- 
* moſt mathematically proved, that that was not only a 
& falſehood, but a wilful one.” 


* 


The Court now cloſed for a few minutes, and on its being 
again opened, the Preſident informed the Priſoner, that 
if he wiſhed more time to arrange his defence, he might 
have it ; but obſerved, he had already been indulged 
with the time he requeſted. On which the Priſoner re- 
queſied to be further indulged until to-morrow morning, 
eleven o'clock, 


Court adjourned, 


At eleven o'clock, Thurſday, 25th January, Court mel. 


LORD CAMELFORD faid, I now recolle& that the 
part of my defence I yeſterday gave into Court, was 
not ſigned; I doubt not but the Judge Advocate has, 
before this, made a fair copy; therefore, if the Court 


will allow that fair copy to be read, I will, if correct. 
ſign it. 
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The Judge Advocate having made a fair copy, accord- 
ingly read it, by defire of the Court, as alſo the addition 
thereto, in the paper marked No, 4. 


LieuTENANT MILWARD called again, 


Lord Camelford. Q. State to the Court, the orders 
you received from Lieutenant Parſons, on the night of 
the 13th, to apprehend the perſon of Lieutenant Peter- 
ſon, by force. 

A. The orders were, that I ſhould take a party of 
marines, and go over the water and arreſt Lieutenant 
Peterſon, and bring him over to him.—If he made any 
reſiſtance, to take him by force; but if I found I could 
not take him without committing bloodſhed, to acquaint 
Lord Camelford, for further orders. 


Witneſs ordered to retire; and JAMES BROWN, Ma- 


rine, of the Favorite, called and ſworn. 
Lord Camelford. Q. Did you belong to His Ma- 


jeſty's ſloop Favorite, late under my command, on the 


13th of January laſt? 

A. I did. 

Q. Do you know whether I was armed with any 
other weapon, than my uſual fide arms, on that even- 
ing, before the death of Lieutenant Peterſon? 

A. None other. 

Q. Should you have known if I had, as being my 
ſervant? 

A. I ſhould. 

Q. State to the Court the orders I delivered, in 
your preſence, to Lieutenant Parſons, on that evening, 
to arreſt the perſon of Lieutenant Peterſon, by force. 
M A, On 
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A. On that evening, his Lordſhip gave orders to 
Lieutenant Parſons, to go to the oppoſite fide, and tell 
Lieutenant' Milward, to take the Serjeant and a party 
of marines, and come over to the other fide, and arreſt 
Lieutenant Peterſon ; and go up ſtairs with his ma- 
rines, and if he made any reſiſtance, to deſire the ma- 
rines to ſeize him immediately, and to take him dead 
or alive, and take him to the oppoſite fide, and put 
him in confinement, and to plant a ſentry over him, 
and not to allow him pen, ink, or paper, nor any per- 
ſon whatever to have any converſation with him. 


Q. Did I ſpecify in thoſe orders, that Licutenant 


Peterſon was to be apprehended immediately, and with- 
out giving him time to reſiſt ? 
A. You did. 

Q. Did Lieutenant Parſons deliver thoſe orders to 
Lieutenant Milward ? 

A. No. 

Q. What were the orders he gave to Lieutenant 
Milward ? 

A. The orders that Lieutenant Parſons gave to 
Lieutenant Milward were, to take the Scrjeant with a 
party of marines, and to go to the other fide, and arreſ. 
Lieutenant Peterſon; but if he made any reſiſtance, 
not to commit bloodſhed, but to apply to Lord Camel- 
ford, for further orders. . 


Court. Q. How near was you to Lieutenant Par- 
ſons, when he delivered thoſe orders ? 


A. About half a yard. 
Lord Camelford. Q. Was you called by me as a 
witneſs to my orders; and did you go oyer in that ca- 
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66 
pacity, to hear the orders delivered to Lieutenant Mil- 


ward, by Lieutenant Parſons's own requeſt ? 
A. I did. 


Witneſs ordered to withdraw, and the Court cleared. In 
a few minntes it was again opened, and Captain Ruſſell's 
order to Lord Camelford, to command the Favorite, was 
read, as follows, VIZ, : 


By Thomas M. Ruſsell, Eſq. Captain 
of His Majeſty's ſhip Vengeance, 
aud ſenior Captain of His Majeſty's 
ſhips and weſzels in Baſse Terre 
Roads, St. Chriſtopbers. 


79 the Right Houorable Lord Camelford, 
hereby appointed to act as Maſter and 
Commander of Iii Aaje/ly's floop 


Favorite. 


« YOU are hereby required and di- 

« rected to repair on board His Majeſty's ſloop Fa- 
*.yorite, and take upon you the charge and command 
« of her accordingly ; ſtrictly charging and command- 
ing all the officers and company of the ſaid floop, to 
* behave themſelves jointly and ſeverally in their re- 
e ſpeQive employments, with all due reſpect and obe- 
« dience unto you, their ſaid Commander. And you 
| likewiſe, to obſerve and execute the general printed 
inſtructions, and ſuch orders and directions as you 

ſhall from time to time receive fram any of your 

ſuperior officers, for His Majeſty's ſeryice, —Hereof, 


M 3 © nor 
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* nor you, nor any of you may fail, as you will anſwer 


ce the contrary at your peril, And for ſo doing, this 
e ſhall-be your warrant. 


% Given under my hand and ſeal, on board 
« His Majeſty's ſhip Vengeance, Baſle 
« Terre Roads, St. Chriſtopher's, this 
** 13th day of September, 1797. 


« J. M. RUSSELL, (L. S.) 


The witneſses JOHN LEACHLAND and WILLIAM 
BUNKIN, ho had been called into Court, before th: 


order was read, were now aſked by the Court, 


Q. Is that the ſame order you heard read, in pre- 
fence of Lieutenant Peterſon ? 


Both anſwered—Yes. 


Þ 


Court cleared, aud when again opened, the ſentence Wa: 
pronounced, 


J. G. BRIGGS, 
Judge Advocate upon the occaſion, 
(A true Copy.) 


EVAN NEPEAN, 
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(No. 3.) 


DEFEN OLE. 


Mr. PRESIDENT, and GENTLEMEN of tbe Court, 


THE evidence which has already appeared before 
you is, I truſt, in itſelf, fully ſufficient to eſtabliſh my 
acquittal: indeed I feel no difficulty in declaring that I 
never for one moment felt the thadow of a doubt upon 
that head: But Gentlemen, there are other grounds far 
more intereſting to me, upon which it is leſt you to 
decide. The terms I mean are thoſe of Honor; for it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that I have ſummoned myſelf before 
this Court, that I have been inſtrumental in ſtaking my 
life upon the doubtful iſſue of a trial, where in fact no 
trial was poſitively neceſſary, and where the worſt that 
could have enſued would have been that very trial :—1 
fay, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that I have thus urged my 
own examination for the ſole purpoſe of obtaining a 
bare acquittal, - Gentlemen, it has been propagated with 
equal art and ingenuity, that my motives for ſlaying 
Lieutenant Peterſon were only thoſe of private pique 
and reſentment; and that in order to cloak my own 


diabolical deſigns, I availed myſelt of a difference on 
ſervice to perpetrate my deteſtable revenge. Captain 


Mitford has been pleaſed to expreſs himſelf pretty 
roundly to that effect in his official letter to the Com- 
mander in Chief. - Conſidering myſelf, as I now moſt 


fincerely do, no leſs before a Court of Honor than a 


Court 


„ 

Court of Juſtice, before a Court who will take cogni- 
zance of intentions as well as of deeds; and who wil! 
not allow the ſpleen and envy of deſigning men to de- 
ſtroy the character of thoſe more honorable and more 
open than themſelves : I ſhall make no apology for the 
comments I mean to paſs in the ſequel of my trial, not 
only upon that letter, but upon parts of the evi- 
dence, as far as they tend to my own juſtification. —As 
Captain Mitford thought proper to malk his ſentiments 
when with me, by the grcateſt appearance of external 
friendſhip, it cannot ſeem ſtrange that I appeared aſto- 
niſhed and confounded at the firſt reading of his unmanly 
letter, —I found that the man, who at the time of writ- 
ing that letter appeared in public with me arm in arm, 
and familiarly ſat at my table, and tended by his con- 
verſation to enliven the company, had ſtood forward at 
the very eve of my trial, to aſperſe and inſult me: his 
conduct is ſurely ſufſicĩient to cauſe the language above 
recited. 

It is to men of black hearts, it is for men like Captain 
Mitford, that this juſtification becomes neceſſary.— The 
ſequel of my defence, as it will clear me from his impu— 
tations, will, in its fulleſt force, retort the charge of 
malice on himſelf. 

That Lieutenant Charles Peterſon, the deceaſed, was 
a man, with whom on ſervice I never could agree, is a 
fact moſt notorious, and I with not to deny it: excluſive 
of his conſtant negle& of duty, which rendered him 
by no means a deſirable ſecond to a commander, the 
general tenor of his conduct was ſo illiberal, that I have 
often been heard to expreſs myſelf vexed and concerned 
that he could not be treated like a gentleman. In order 
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to avoid engaging too much on the conduct of the de- 
ceaſed, I will brielly ſay, that his character was ſo very dit- 
ferent from mine, that we were not formed to ſail toge- 
ther; and as I was loth to take away his commiſſion, 
I defired him to leave the thip. From the moment, 
this ſource of diſpute no longer ſubſiſted between us; 
we ſeemed totally to have forgot each other, and would 
probably have remained in that ſtate of forgetfulneſs 
ever after, if duty (the only point on which it ever can 
be ſaid we diſagreed) had not interpoſed, on the unfor- 
tunate occaſion, that places me where I now ſtand. 
I ſhall now touch upon ſuch parts of the evidence 
already given, as the few hours allowed me for the 
formation of my defence will permit, and, and I humbly 
hope the Court will exerciſe its indulgence, and recall 
to my memory any part of the evidence militating againſt 
me, which I may from haſte have neglected. Unac- 
quainted, as I confeſs myſelf to be, with the rules of 
naval judicature ; unaſſiſted as I ſtand, without either 
friends to adviſe, or counſel to inform me, it may be 
conſidered that I ſtand upon grounds rather precarious, 
for one whoſe lite, whole honor, and whoſe commiſſion 
are at ſtake; relying however, upon the juſtice of my 
cauſe, and the integrity of the Court, I meet with more. 
pleaſure than diſmay the moſt awful moment of niy 
life. 

By what is already in poſſeſſion of the Court, it ap- 
pears, (if I draw right concluſions, and if my memory 
aſſiſt me aright) that my conduct from the beginning 
towards the deceaſed was neither harſh nor irritating ; 
that upon his firſt diſobedience and contempt of my 
orders, I ordered him, agreeably to the uſual forms of 

ſervice, 
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ſervice, to be put under an arreſt ;- that when he ſent 
me the letter now lying before the Court, the ſteps ] 
took in conſequence, were no more abſolute than the 
occaſion poſitively required. In the firſt place, the de- 
ceaſed in that letter uſurped the command of one of his 
Majeſty's ſhips, without legal warrant, as appears by 
his ſtiling himſeif Commander of his Majeſty's ſhip 
Perdrix; and ſecondly, not contented with mere con- 
temptuous language, he uſurped my authority of ſenior 
officer in the port. Could any officer, therefore, with 
a due regard either to his own character, or to the pub- 
lic ſervice, allow ſuch proceedings to paſs unnoticed ? 
Undoubtedly no: If it were neceſſary that ſome ſteps 
ſhould be taken (without appealing to the character of | 
Lieutenant Peterſon, and thoſe only who are acquainted 
with him, know how applicable ſuch an appeal 
would be,) I would willingly be informed, whether it 
7 is probable any man, at the moment of violating the 
al laws of his country, and while the paſſions that firſt in- 
| ſtigated him thereto, are ſtill in full force, is likely to 
give himſelf up to thoſe very laws, when at the head of 4 
a force ſuſſicient to oppoſe them. If ſuch a ſuppoſition 
is probable (the event proved it not fo) I can only ſay 
I have very little knowledge of human nature; the only 
alternative therefore left me, conſiſtent with my duty, 
ſeems, that I ſhould apprehend the offender by force. 
Aware, as I have ſtated myſelf to be, that I ſhould meet 
with oppoſition, I endeavoured to couch my orders 
(which will be proved by an evidence in the ſequel) in 
f ſuch terms as would prevent the deceaſed from making 
preparations to oppoſe the arreſt, and I muſt do myſeli 
the juſtice to ſay, that if theſe orders had been ſtrialy 
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attended to, Lieutenant Peterſon would, in all proba- 
bility, now occupy my place before this Court; for to 
the miſtake in thoſe orders, every thing which after- 
wards occurred may be attributed. I ſhall now conti- 
tinue my remarks on the reſt of the evidence before the 
Court. It ſeems on all fides eſtabliſhed, that I did not 
call to Lieutenant Milward to deſiſt, till there was a 
force more than adequate to oppoſe him; that when 
ſuch a force was colleQed, I did call to him to deſiſt, 
even at ſome riſk of my own character, out of an over- 
regard to the lives of his Majeſty's ſnbjeQs ; that after 
he had joined me, whilſt we remained inactive in the 
yard, I expreſſed myſelf not only concerned, but anxi- 
ous and uneaſy at the proſpe& I had before me, and 
that in this interval I hailed the Favorite for more 
force, a clear proof that I thought it neceſſary in order 
to carry my point, and from which it may be preſumed 
that I intended to await its arrival, During this inter- 
val I walked unarmed, my uſual fide-arms excepted, 
as the evidence I ſhall adduce will convince the Court, 
to the ſcene of action; but before I had arrived there, 
I turned ſhort round, and haſtened back to Lieutenant 
Milward, of whom I borrowed a piſtol, with which I 
returned; and after a very ſhort explanation with the 
deceaſed, (during which time I held my piſtol openly 
to his breaſt, ſhot him, The whole of this does not look 
very much like prepenſed malice). I am ſtrongly afraid 
that the heart which charges me, is more acquaint- 
ed with the turnings and windings of that paſſion, 
than I am: On the contrary, I ſhould ſuppoſe, that 
the ſhort turning, the borrowing a weapon, with which 
I was unprovided before, the quick uſe I made of it, 
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and the open manner in which I held it, inferred that 
fome ſudden change of things and circumſtances had 
taken place, which on the inſtant altered my mode of 
action. Indeed the thing is brought very cloſe, when 
we find from all evidence (but one,) that my turning 
and acting as abovementioned, immediately followed 
the order of the deceaſed to load with ball cartridge, 
and fix bayonets. That the danger at that time was 


apparent to all parties, is evident from the joint teſti- 


mony of Lieutenant Milward, and ſeveral other witneſ- 
fes, who have confeſſed that they expected nothing elſe 
than to be fired upon. The actions of Lieutenant Mil- 
ward, even if he were inclined to prevaricate, would 
fufficiently prove thoſe were his expectations. He ſtates 


himſelf that he offered me a cartridge, and defired me 


to reload, as there would be more of it. That my ex- 
pectations were the ſame, cannot be doubted, from 
my calling to the marines to aſſiſt me at the mo- 
ment Lieutenant Peterſon fell, from my jumping back 
at the ſame time, and from my hailing the ſhip imme- 
diately afterwards ; and that this was not an imaginary 
danger, but equally evident to both parties, is clear from 
the evaſive anſwer Mr. Crawford the Maſter gave to 
my queſtion (whether he would have ſtood at all hazards 
before thoſe men, or not) and likewiſe from his having 
ordered the people, from his own judgment, to ſtop 
loading. This certainly was not a natural ſtep, for 
any man to take upon the firſt inſtant, if it had not 
borne upon his mind, that the moment they bag loaded 
they would fire. 


It has been objeQed by the Court, and, no doubt, 


very properly, that facts alone are admiſſible; of theſe 


I have 
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I have adduced many, in proof of the urgency of the 
moment; but in a caſe like the preſent, where the in- 
tention can only be got at, by aſcertaining the appear- 
ances of things at the time; it might not be altogether 
unworthy the attention of the Court to conſider, 
whether evidence of opinion would not forward the 
courſe of juſtice, It muſt be evident to every one, 
that if an officer is to be judged in the cool moments 
of reflection, on facts which are then only for the firſt 
time to be aſcettained, error of judgement muſt be- 
come a crime, lt is not impoſlible to conceive a chain 
of circumſtances ſo unlucky, as to have made Lieu- 
tenant Peterſon appear in an act of mutiny, when ſuch 
might be the fartheſt from his intentions. If under this 
impreſſion Lieutenant Peterſon had fallen, what could 
| advance in my behalt, except that, not only myſelf, 
but every other by-ſtander was equally deceived ? 

As the whole of this defence is intended not to 
juſtify my own actions (for they want no juſtification) 
but to clear my intentions; I hope theſe few remarks 
will be excuſed. I will now cal} the attention of the 
Court to my expreſſions immediately after Lieutenant 
Peterſon fell, and before I had time to make any art- 
ful arrangements; I avowed the action, and aſſigned 
the cauſe for it, and ſo ſtrongly was I impreſſed with 
the legality of what I had done, that by the teſtimony 
of Waterman, the marine, I faid the laws of my coun- 
try would juſtify me. J immediately afterwards, put 
the ſame queſtion to Mr. Crawtord, the Maſter (next in 
command) to whoſe perſon I was even a ranger, and 
to whom I could conſequently bear no malice, The 
way in which I aQed to Lieutenant Peterſon, and this 
N 2 ſtep, 
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ep, implied a ſtrong determination, that I meant 
throughout, to have acted in the ſame manner; and 
even after he had complied with my directions, in or- 
dering the people to lay by their arms, I thought it 
neceſſary to pay them the compliment of ſaying (what 


nothing but a lunatick could have been ſincere in) 


that they had done very right in joining their officer in 
mutiny. 


(Signed) 


CAMELFORD. 


(No. 4. 
DEFENCE CONTINUED. 


THE evidence of Ircland, the Clerk, was fo nearly 
allied to perjury, that it might be mathematically 
proved, what he has ſaid was falſe ; and that there are 
ſtrong preſumptions, not. undefignedly ſo; as he ſpeaks 
ſo poſitively to every point. He aſſerts, that no tranſ- 
action took place, of any moment, but what he was ac- 
quainted with; and yet affirms, that I was five minutes 


lrom the time x borrowed the piſtol from Lieutenant Mil- 


ward, until the time I diſcharged it. Now, from various 
other witneſſes, it is proved, that not only this was done, 
but moreover, that I walked towards Lieutenant Mil- 
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ward, during the time the people were loading; there- 
fore, if the Clerk's account is to be believed, the people 
muſt have been conſiderably more than that five minutes 
in loading; a circumſtance, which I conceive, will hardly 
meet much belief, when it is called to mind, that a 
ſoldier is allowed to load and diſcharge his piece, ſeven 
times in one minute; fo that allowing the Perdrix's 
people to take more than double that time in loading 
and firing, they ought to have fired, at leaſt, fifteen 
rounds, during the period (that by every other witneſs) 
it is proved, they had not time to load once. This 
ſtatement, I hope, is ſufficiently clear to be underſtood; 
and if it is, I have not much fear, that the evidence of 
Mr, Ireland will have weight with the Court. I could 
make ſeveral other comments upon the teſtimony of 
this, and ſeveral other witneſſes, ſuch as his having 
varied with reſpect to time, in his depoſition, from ten 
to thirty minutes; his having made the Judge Advo- 
cate foul half a ſide of paper, with his evaſions and 
additions, to queſtions ſo fimple, that a child might 
have anſwered them off hand, But as theſe remarks 
can only tend to invalidate his teſtimony, which, I be- 
lieve, ſtands low enough already in the eyes of the 


Court, I ſhall ſay no more on that head. Having now 


ſummed up the principal heads of every circumſtance, 
as far as evidence is concerned, and which I mean to 
adyance in my behalf, I muſt beg leave to call the 
attention of the Court to the following fact. 

I have ever invariably through life profeſſed it as 
my opinion (ever ſince I had any opinion at all) that 


there was but one method to act in caſes of this kind, 


namely, 
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namely, to check them on the moment by force of 
arms; and J have ever declared, that if placed in ſuch 
a ſituation, I would put the ringleaders, or even the 
firſt concerned (on whom I could lay my hand) to in- 
ſtant death, It is not neceſſary that I ſhould here give 
my reaſons, they would be ſuperfluous. I believe ſuch 
a meaſure to be in itſelf ſtrictly juſtifiable, and might 
poſſibly be dictated by the moſt tender humanity ; at 
any rate, it is ſuch as is beſt calculated to enforce His 
Majeſty's ſervice. That I have profeſſed theſe opi- 
nions, and profeſſed them ſeriouſly, is beyond a doubt ; 
the preſent unfortunate complexion of the times has 
too often drawn them from me. I have not an 
intimate, that could not, if called upon, bear teſtimony 
of it. This, therefore, being the caſe, is it at all to be 
wondered at, that when called into action, I did as! 
profeſſed? If I had not, what opinion muſt have been 
formed, either of my ſincerity or judgement? How- 
ever, ſenſible I may be, that this remark in no way 
tends either to criminate or exculpate me (inaſmuch as 
the profeſſing criminal intentions) can be no excuſe for 
putting them in execution ; yet, as they tend ſtrongly 
to prove a poſitive determination to have acted in this 
manner, even before I ever knew that the deceaſed 
was in exiſtence, it will, I hope, have much effect 
upon the Court, in tending to acquit me of malice or 
revenge. Having now ſtated every thing of moment, 
which I have to advance in my behalf, it is left to the 
Court to decide upon my ſentence—a ſentence, which 
I humbly hope, its feelings will induce it to make in 
terms ſo explicit, that I may cither be enabled to re- 

ſume 
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ſume my duty, with freſh energy and zeal, or that on 
the other hand, I may meet with the worſt that this 
Court can inflict, 


[ 


(Signed) 


CAMELFORD. 


FINIS, 


